
Unit 1: Introduction to Ancient Civilizations 

1. What Makes a Civilization? – Explain the key characteristics of a civilization and argue 

why these elements are necessary for a society to thrive. 

2. Geography’s Role in History – How does geography shape the rise and fall of 

civilizations? Use specific examples from history. 

3. Primary vs. Secondary Sources – Compare and contrast primary and secondary 

sources. Why are both important for understanding history? 

4. The Importance of Written Records – How did the invention of writing impact early 

civilizations? Support your argument with historical examples. 

5. Hunter-Gatherers vs. Settled Societies – Which lifestyle was more beneficial for early 

humans: nomadic or settled? Defend your position. 

6. Lessons from Ancient Civilizations – What can modern society learn from the 

successes and failures of ancient civilizations? 

 

Unit 2: Mesopotamia – The Cradle of Civilization 

1. The Impact of Hammurabi’s Code – Was Hammurabi’s Code fair or unfair? Provide 

examples to support your argument. 

2. Mesopotamian Innovations – What was the most important Mesopotamian invention? 

Explain why it had the greatest impact on history. 

3. The Role of Religion in Mesopotamia – How did religion shape Mesopotamian society 

and government? 

4. Life in the City-States – Compare the city-states of Sumer. What made them unique, and 

how did they compete with each other? 

5. Trade and Economy – How did Mesopotamians develop trade networks, and why were 

they essential to their civilization’s survival? 

6. The Fall of Mesopotamia – What factors led to the decline of Mesopotamian 

civilizations, and could they have been prevented? 

 

Unit 3: Ancient Egypt – The Kingdom on the Nile 

1. The Nile as Egypt’s Lifeline – How did the Nile River shape Egyptian civilization? 

Provide specific examples. 

2. Pharaohs: Divine or Dictators? – Were Egyptian pharaohs more like gods or kings? 

Use evidence to support your claim. 

3. Building the Pyramids – What does the construction of the pyramids reveal about 

Egyptian society? 

4. The Afterlife in Egyptian Beliefs – Why was the afterlife so important in Egyptian 

culture? How did it shape their burial practices? 



5. Comparing Hieroglyphics and Modern Writing – How is Egyptian hieroglyphic 

writing similar to or different from modern writing systems? 

6. The Decline of Ancient Egypt – What were the main causes of Egypt’s decline as a 

dominant civilization? 

 

Unit 4: Ancient India – The Birthplace of Hinduism & 

Buddhism 

1. The Mystery of the Indus Valley Civilization – Why do historians know so little about 

the Indus Valley Civilization, and what are the major theories about its decline? 

2. The Caste System: Fair or Unfair? – Was the caste system beneficial or harmful to 

ancient Indian society? Defend your argument. 

3. Hinduism vs. Buddhism – Compare and contrast Hinduism and Buddhism. How did 

each religion shape Indian civilization? 

4. The Importance of the Vedas – What role did the Vedas play in early Indian 

civilization, and why are they still significant today? 

5. The Influence of Ashoka – How did Emperor Ashoka shape the spread of Buddhism in 

India and beyond? 

6. Geography’s Role in India’s Development – How did mountains, rivers, and monsoons 

affect the growth of ancient Indian civilizations? 

 

Unit 5: Ancient China – The Middle Kingdom 

1. The Mandate of Heaven – How did the Mandate of Heaven justify the rise and fall of 

Chinese dynasties? 

2. Confucianism vs. Daoism vs. Legalism – Which ancient Chinese philosophy was the 

most effective in governing society? Support your argument with examples. 

3. The Great Wall of China: Worth It or Not? – Was the construction of the Great Wall a 

wise use of resources, or was it an unnecessary burden? 

4. The Role of Women in Ancient China – How did the role of women in ancient China 

compare to other civilizations? 

5. The Importance of the Silk Road – How did the Silk Road impact China’s economy, 

culture, and interactions with the world? 

6. The First Emperor: Hero or Villain? – Was Qin Shi Huang a great leader, or did his 

harsh rule cause more harm than good? 

 

 



Unit 6: Ancient Greece – Birthplace of Democracy 

1. Athens vs. Sparta: Which Was Better? – Compare Athens and Sparta. Which city-state 

had a more successful society? 

2. The Influence of Greek Mythology – How did Greek mythology shape the culture and 

values of ancient Greece? 

3. The Legacy of Greek Philosophers – How have Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle 

influenced modern thought? 

4. The Persian Wars: A Turning Point? – How did the Persian Wars change the course of 

Greek history? 

5. Greek Democracy vs. Modern Democracy – How was Athenian democracy similar to 

and different from modern democratic governments? 

6. The Olympics: Then vs. Now – How do the ancient and modern Olympic Games 

compare, and why do they still matter today? 

 

Unit 7: Ancient Rome – Rise & Fall of an Empire 

1. The Republic vs. The Empire – Which was better for Rome: the Republic or the 

Empire? Defend your choice. 

2. Julius Caesar: Savior or Tyrant? – Was Julius Caesar’s rule good or bad for Rome? 

Provide historical evidence to support your argument. 

3. Roman Engineering Marvels – What was Rome’s greatest engineering achievement, 

and how does it still influence the modern world? 

4. The Role of Gladiators in Roman Society – What did gladiator games reveal about 

Roman culture and values? 

5. The Causes of Rome’s Fall – What were the main causes of the fall of the Roman 

Empire? Could it have been prevented? 

6. Christianity’s Rise in Rome – How did Christianity change Rome, and why did it 

spread so rapidly? 

 

Unit 8: The Legacy of Ancient Civilizations 

1. The Most Influential Civilization – Which ancient civilization had the greatest impact 

on the modern world? Defend your choice. 

2. Ancient Governments vs. Today’s Governments – How do ancient political systems 

compare to modern democracies and monarchies? 

3. Ancient Technology & Innovation – Which ancient invention or discovery has had the 

longest-lasting effect on the world? 

4. Cultural Diffusion in Ancient Times – How did trade and war contribute to the spread 

of ideas and cultures among ancient civilizations? 



5. The Role of Women in Ancient Civilizations – How did the roles of women in different 

ancient societies compare? 

6. Lessons from Ancient Empires – What lessons can modern societies learn from the 

successes and failures of ancient empires? 

 

These prompts encourage historical analysis, argumentative writing, and critical thinking, all 

while aligning with Common Core Standards. 

 


