
AP African American Studies Multiple-

Choice Question Guide 

This is a complete AP African American Studies Multiple-Choice Question (MCQ) Guide. 

It aligns with the College Board’s pilot CED and the key themes of the course — culture, 

history, politics, and global impact. 

 

I. Overview: The Purpose of the MCQ Section 

The multiple-choice section evaluates your ability to 

• analyze primary and secondary sources (documents, art, data, music, speeches); 

• identify themes of resistance, resilience, creativity, and agency; and 

• connect African American experiences to broader social, political, and global contexts. 

• Questions: ≈ 60 

• Time: ≈ 60 minutes 

• Weight: ≈ 50 % of the total score 

Most questions are stimulus-based (maps, texts, charts, or visuals) tied to one or more 

framework topics in the course (Origins of the African Diaspora → Movements & Debates → 

Contemporary Issues). 

 

II. Common Stimulus Types 

1. Primary Sources: letters, freedom petitions, speeches, art, song lyrics, newspaper 

excerpts. 

2. Secondary Sources: historical interpretations and scholarly commentary. 

3. Quantitative Data: enslaved-population tables, migration maps, income graphs. 

4. Visual Sources: photographs, political cartoons, murals, album covers. 

5. Paired Sources: contrasting perspectives (e.g., W. E. B. Du Bois vs. Booker T. 

Washington). 

 

III. Skills Tested 



Skill Description Sample Prompt 

Source Analysis 
Evaluate author perspective, 

context, and audience. 

“Which statement best reflects the 

author’s purpose?” 

Contextualization 
Place events in a larger 

temporal/spatial frame. 

“Which development provides the 

broader context for the excerpt?” 

Causation & 

Consequence 

Identify causes/effects of 

policies or movements. 

“Which factor most directly led to the 

event described?” 

Comparison Link across time or region. 
“Which later movement reflected 

similar strategies?” 

Continuity & Change 
Recognize what persisted or 

evolved. 

“Which aspect of Black political 

thought remained consistent?” 

Interpretation 
Analyze historians’ differing 

viewpoints. 

“Which argument best supports the 

historian’s interpretation?” 

 

IV. How to Approach the MCQs 

1. Read the Stimulus First → identify type, time period, and theme. 

2. Mark Key Details → author, audience, tone, keywords. 

3. Ask ‘Which Theme?’ → culture & arts, politics, resistance, economy, diaspora, science 

& tech. 

4. Use Elimination → discard answers that are: 

o chronologically wrong, 

o regionally irrelevant, or 

o morally or conceptually anachronistic. 

5. Select Evidence-Based Answers → base reasoning on the document itself. 

 

V. Sample Mini-Set Practice 

Stimulus 1 – Primary Source 

“We have heard of the freedom of the white man, but we have never felt it. Now we ask that the 

same rights be ours as well.” 

— Petition from Free Black Citizens of Philadelphia to the Pennsylvania Legislature, 1838 

1. The authors of the petition most likely intended to emphasize which concept? 

A. Gradual emancipation as a means of ending slavery 

B. Full citizenship and political rights for free Black Americans 

C. Return migration to Africa 

D. Support for colonization efforts 

   Correct Answer: B 



2. Which later development most closely paralleled the petitioners’ demands? 

A. Formation of the NAACP (1909) 

B. Passage of the 13th Amendment 

C. Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 

D. Harlem Renaissance (1920s) 

   Correct Answer: A 

 

Stimulus 2 – Quantitative Data 

Year 
U.S. Black College Enrollment 

(Thousands) 

Percent of Total Population Enrolled in 

College (%) 

1940 50 1.5 

1970 320 4.3 

2010 1,900 7.0 

3. Which factor most directly explains the trend shown in the table from 1940 to 2010? 

A. Federal civil-rights legislation and educational access 

B. Mass migration from rural to urban areas 

C. Decline in industrial employment 

D. Expansion of segregated school systems 

   Correct Answer: A 

 

Stimulus 3 – Secondary Source 

“Black art is not separate from politics. It exists as a weapon of resistance and affirmation.” 

— Amiri Baraka, 1965 

4. The author’s view most closely aligns with which movement? 

A. Harlem Renaissance 

B. Black Arts Movement 

C. Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s 

D. New Negro Movement of the 1920s 

   Correct Answer: B 

 

VI. Common Traps & How to Avoid Them 



Trap Strategy 

Using Present-Day Morals to Judge Past 

Events 
Focus on historical context and language. 

Confusing African vs. African American 

Contexts 

Identify whether the source is diaspora or 

continental. 

Assuming All Black Movements Had 

Identical Goals 

Note differences between integrationist and 

nationalist ideologies. 

Ignoring Intersectionality Consider race, gender, class, and region. 

 

VII. Reflection & Error Log 

Date Theme/Unit 
Question 

Type 
Skill Gap Next Step 

11/11 
Resistance & 

Reconstruction 

Source 

Analysis 

Missed author 

intent 

Review SOAPSTone 

strategy 

Checklist for Mastery 

• I can identify author purpose and tone. 

• I can connect sources to broader themes of African American experience. 

• I can explain continuity and change in civil-rights movements. 

• I can analyze visual and quantitative sources. 

 

VIII. Group Practice Ideas 

• Primary Source Decode: Groups annotate a speech or poem for tone and purpose and 

write one MCQ each. 

• Cultural Connections Gallery: Stations for music, art, and film; students link each to a 

historical moment and answer MCQs. 

• Data Dive: Use migration or education statistics to craft and solve questions. 

• “Why Not?” Seminar: Defend why each incorrect answer is wrong to deepen analysis. 

 

IX. Open-Access and Public-Domain Resources 

• Library of Congress – African American History Collections: 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/african-american-perspectives 

• National Archives – Black History Sources: 

https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/african-american-perspectives
https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans


• Digital Public Library of America – Black History Primary Sources: 

https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/african-american-history 

• Project Gutenberg – Public-Domain Texts by African American Authors: 

https://www.gutenberg.org 

• Smithsonian National Museum of African American History & Culture Digital 

Collections: 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/collection 

 

https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/african-american-history
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/collection

