Generic Class Reading Guide: Preparing for
the Workshop

This is a Generic Whole-Class Reading Guide you can use for any novel before students begin
a Reading & Writing Workshop. It’s designed to prepare students for deeper literary analysis
by establishing reading structure, comprehension routines, group engagement, and
annotation strategies — adaptable for grades 6—9 and usable with any of the linked workshop
novels (The Hobbit, The Odyssey, Alice in Wonderland, Treasure Island, Great Expectations,
etc.).

Purpose:

To help students build comprehension, analyze characters and themes, and engage in thoughtful
discussion before beginning the formal Reading & Writing Workshop.

I. Reading Structure

A. Pacing Plan

o Divide the novel into manageable reading segments.
(For middle-grade novels: ~2—4 chapters per session; for longer works: ~20-25 pages.)

o Use a shared calendar so students know when each segment will be discussed.

o Preview each section at the start of class — provide context or vocabulary that may be
unfamiliar.

o Conclude each section with a short reflection or journal entry to reinforce
comprehension.

I1. Before Reading Activities

1. Activate Background Knowledge

e Brainstorm themes or motifs likely to appear in the book (e.g., courage, freedom,
identity, adventure).
e Introduce the author and context:
o When and where was the book written?
o What historical or cultural elements might influence it?
e Prediction Prompt:

“Based on the title, cover, or summary, what do you think this story will explore?”



2. Vocabulary and Context Prep

o Identify 5-10 key terms from each section (geographical, historical, or thematic).
e Provide definitions or have students infer meanings in context while reading.

3. Reading Goals
o Clarify three reading focuses students should track throughout the novel:
1. Character Change — Who grows, and why?

2. Conflict — What problems drive the story?
3. Theme — What message or question does the story explore?

I1I. During Reading

1. Guided Reading Strategies
o Read Alouds: Rotate readers to model fluency and comprehension.

o Paired Reading: Students read in pairs, alternating paragraphs or pages.
e Teacher Check-Ins: Pause at major turning points to clarify plot and vocabulary.

2. Active Reading & Annotation
Have students mark their texts using a simple annotation code:

Symbol Meaning
* Important passage or turning point

Personal reaction or connection

? Confusing or questionable moment
5% Moral or thematic idea
Repeated symbol, image, or phrase

Encourage students to keep three-column notes as they read:

Event / Quote What It Reveals My Thoughts / Questions
“He hesitated at the doorway...” Shows internal conflict Why is he afraid to act?

IV. After Reading Each Section

1. Quick Summaries



e In groups, write a 3—4 sentence summary of the section just completed.
o Share aloud and check for accuracy and missing details.

2. Comprehension Questions

Use adaptable open-ended prompts such as:
o What challenges or decisions does the main character face here?
o How does the setting shape the mood or tone?

e What new conflicts or mysteries are introduced?
e How do symbols or repeated images connect to larger ideas?

3. Reading Journal Entry (10 minutes)

Choose one after each session:
e Character Reflection: “Describe how a character has changed so far.”
e Prediction: “What do you think will happen next, and why?”

e Theme Connection: “What lesson or idea seems to be developing?”
e Personal Response: “Which part of this section stood out to you most, and why?”

V. Class Discussions

1. Whole-Class Discussion

o Begin each session with a brief recap and a “Question of the Day” such as:
o Who do you trust most in this story so far — and why?
o What motivates the characters’ choices: fear, pride, loyalty, or curiosity?
o What would you have done differently in this situation?

2. Small-Group Breakouts
Divide students into four focus groups, matching your workshop model:
e Group 1: Character Development
e Group 2: Theme / Moral Ideas
e Group 3: Setting / Symbolism
e Group 4: Author’s Craft / Style

Each group prepares 1-2 insights or questions to share with the class afterward.



VI. Culminating Whole-Class Activity (Before Workshop
Begins)

1. Story Map or Timeline

e Asaclass, create a large visual timeline on the board or wall.
o Include key characters, settings, turning points, and conflicts.
e Add color-coded sticky notes for themes, symbols, and quotes.

2. Character Reflection Chart

o Fill out a class chart showing how each major character changes from beginning —
middle — end.
o Discuss what forces cause that transformation (choice, conflict, or fate).

3. Theme Brainstorm

o In groups, list possible themes or “big ideas.”
o Examples:
o The danger of greed
o The power of imagination
o The cost of growing up
o The search for belonging
o Post these ideas on a classroom wall or shared digital board to revisit during the
workshop.

VII. Final Pre-Workshop Reflection

Students complete a short written reflection (1-2 paragraphs):

“Now that we’ve finished reading, what stood out most about this story? What questions or
themes do you think are worth exploring more deeply in the upcoming workshop?”

Outcome:
By the time the class finishes this guided reading process, students will:
e Understand the plot, characters, and setting clearly.

o Recognize major themes and symbols.
e Have developed annotation habits and reading journals.



o Be ready to enter the workshop phase with ideas, evidence, and curiosity to analyze the
text on a deeper level.



