Unit 13: GLORIA STEINEM — Media &
Modern Feminism

Lesson Overview

Time: 1-2 class periods
Focus: Second-wave feminism and media influence

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to:

* Explain who Gloria Steinem was

* Analyze feminist arguments in media

* Evaluate gender equality in modern society

* Assess the role of journalism in activism
* Construct a historical argument about feminism

Hook Activity (10 minutes): “What Is Equality Today?”

Teacher Script

“Do you think men and women are equal today?
What evidence would you use to support your answer?”

“Today, we study a woman who used media to challenge inequality.”

Mini-Lecture (15 minutes)

Teacher Script

“Gloria Steinem was a journalist and activist.

She:
* Exposed workplace inequality
* Co-founded Ms. Magazine



* Advocated for equal pay and reproductive rights
* Helped shape second-wave feminism

She used media as a tool for change.”
Pause.

“Her ideas sparked debate—and still do.”

Primary Source Analysis (25 minutes)
Document 1: Steinem

“A woman needs a man like a fish needs a bicycle.”
Document 2

“Power can be taken, but not given.”

Student Task
Annotate:
* What message is being communicated?

» What tone 1s used?
» What assumptions are challenged?

Teacher Script

“Why are statements like this controversial?”’

Experiential Learning Activity (30 minutes): “Media
Campaign”

Scenario

“You are creating a campaign about gender equality.”



Roles
* Journalists
» Activists

* Critics
» Audience

Task
Create:
» A headline

* A message
* A persuasive argument

Twist

“You must respond to criticism.”

Debrief Script

“What makes a message effective?”
“How does media shape opinion?”

Critical Thinking Discussion (15 minutes)
* What issues remain today?

* How has feminism changed over time?
* What role does media play in activism?

Assessment (20 minutes)

Prompt:
“To what extent did Gloria Steinem influence modern views on gender equality?”



Closure (5 minutes)

Teacher Script

“Gloria Steinem reminds us that change doesn’t just happen in laws—it happens in ideas.”



