
Group Reading Guide 

This is a Group Novel Reading Guide where each group reads a different section and 

reports out sequentially, building the full novel together. It is easily modified for short stories 

or other works. 

“We Read It Together” Model 

Purpose 

Students collaboratively construct understanding of a novel by: 

• Reading assigned sections in expert groups 

• Teaching their section to the class in order 

• Tracking plot, characters, themes, and ideas across the entire text 

 

Step 1: Divide the Text into Sections 

Break the novel into clear, manageable chunks. 

Possible ways to divide: 

• By chapters (e.g., Ch. 1–4, 5–8, etc.) 

• By parts or acts 

• By page ranges 

• By major plot or perspective shifts 

Each section is assigned to one group. 

 

Step 2: Assign Group Roles (Within Each Section Group) 

Each group should have 4–6 students. 

Suggested roles: 

• Summarizer – Explains what happens in the section 

• Key Passage Finder – Selects 2–3 important quotations 

• Character Tracker – Notes character development or motivations 

• Theme & Ideas Analyst – Identifies themes, symbols, or central ideas 

• Context Connector – Makes historical, cultural, or real-world connections 

• Discussion Leader – Prepares questions for the class 



(Adjust roles as needed.) 

 

Step 3: Group Reading & Preparation 

Each group completes the following for their assigned section only. 

Group Task Guide 

1. Section Summary 

What happens in this section? (No spoilers beyond your section.) 

2. Key Characters 

o Who appears? 

o Who changes? 

o New conflicts or motivations? 

3. Important Quotes 

o Quote 1: Why is it important? 

o Quote 2: What does it reveal about character, theme, or conflict? 

4. Themes & Ideas 

o What themes emerge or develop? 

o How does this section contribute to the novel’s message? 

5. Connections 

o How does this section connect to earlier sections? 

o Any historical, social, or modern parallels? 

6. Discussion Questions 

o Write two open-ended questions for classmates. 

 

Step 4: Sequential Report-Out 

Groups present in the order of the novel. 

Report-Out Structure (5–7 minutes per group) 

1. Brief recap of the section 

2. Read and explain key quote(s) 

3. Character or theme insight 

4. One discussion question for the class 

As groups present, the class builds a shared understanding of the novel from beginning to end. 

 



Step 5: Whole-Class Synthesis 

After all groups report out, discuss: 

• How did the plot develop across sections? 

• Which themes became more important over time? 

• How did early events shape later outcomes? 

• Where did tone, perspective, or conflict shift? 

Optional synthesis tasks: 

• Create a collective plot timeline 

• Track one character’s development across all sections 

• Write a brief “bridge paragraph” connecting two sections 

 

Step 6: Individual Accountability (Choose One) 

• Reflection Paragraph 

How did your group’s section contribute to the novel as a whole? 

• Comparative Response 

Compare your section with another group’s section. 

• Exit Ticket 

One insight gained from another group’s report-out. 

 

Optional Extensions 

• Jigsaw Remix: Create new groups with one expert from each section 

• Creative Option: Rewrite the novel as headlines, diary entries, or short scenes 

• Assessment Option: Short quiz using questions written by each group 

 
 


