
Literary Elements Tracking Form 

Student Name: ____________________________ 

Text Title: _______________________________ 

Author: _________________________________ 

Genre: _________________________________ 

Date(s): ________________________________ 

Section / Chapter / Page Range: ________________________________ 

 

I. Setting 

Track how time, place, and context shape the text. 

• Time Period: ________________________________________________ 

• Location(s): ________________________________________________ 

• Atmosphere / Environment: ___________________________________ 

• Cultural / Historical Context: _________________________________ 

• Impact on Characters or Events: _______________________________ 

Textual Evidence (quote + page): 

 

 

II. Characters 

Track character traits, motivations, and development. 

Character 

Name 

Role (Protagonist, 

Antagonist, etc.) 

Key 

Traits 

Motivations / 

Goals 

Changes 

Over Time 

Evidence 

(quote + page) 

 

III. Plot & Structure 

Track major events and how the story is organized. 

• Exposition / Setup: __________________________________________ 

• Rising Action (key events): __________________________________ 

• Climax / Turning Point: ______________________________________ 

• Falling Action: ______________________________________________ 

• Resolution (if applicable): __________________________________ 



Structural Techniques (check and explain): 

☐ Flashback ☐ Foreshadowing ☐ Nonlinear Structure ☐ Framing Device 

Explanation: 

 

 

IV. Point of View 

Track who tells the story and how that shapes meaning. 

• Narrator Type: ☐ First Person ☐ Third Limited ☐ Third Omniscient ☐ Second Person 

• Narrator Reliability: ☐ Reliable ☐ Unreliable ☐ Unclear 

• Evidence of Bias or Perspective: ______________________________ 

• Effect on Reader Understanding: _______________________________ 

Textual Evidence (quote + page): 

 

 

V. Tone & Mood 

Track emotional and attitudinal elements. 

• Tone (author’s attitude): ____________________________________ 

• Mood (reader’s emotional response): ___________________________ 

• Shifts in Tone or Mood: ______________________________________ 

Evidence (specific words or passages): 

 

 

VI. Conflict 

Track internal and external struggles. 

Type of Conflict Description 
Characters 

Involved 

Status (Developing / 

Resolved) 
Evidence 

Character vs. Self     

Character vs. Character     



Type of Conflict Description 
Characters 

Involved 

Status (Developing / 

Resolved) 
Evidence 

Character vs. Society / 

Nature / Fate 
    

 

VII. Theme 

Track central ideas expressed as complete statements. 

• Theme Statement: _____________________________________________ 

• How the Theme Develops: ______________________________________ 

Supporting Evidence (multiple examples encouraged): 

 

 

VIII. Symbols 

Track objects or images with deeper meaning. 

Symbol Literal Meaning Abstract / Deeper Meaning Evidence 

 

IX. Motifs 

Track recurring patterns or ideas. 

• Motif Identified: ____________________________________________ 

• Examples of Repetition: ______________________________________ 

• Connection to Theme or Meaning: _______________________________ 

 

X. Irony 

Track contrasts between expectation and reality. 

• Type of Irony: ☐ Situational ☐ Dramatic ☐ Verbal 

• Description of the Ironic Moment: _____________________________ 

• Why It Is Ironic: ____________________________________________ 



Evidence (quote + page): 

 

 

XI. Style & Language 

A. Imagery 

• Sensory Details Identified: ___________________________________ 

• Effect on Mood or Meaning: ____________________________________ 

B. Diction 

• Notable Word Choices: ________________________________________ 

• Connotation / Effect: ________________________________________ 

C. Figurative Language 

• Type: ☐ Metaphor ☐ Simile ☐ Personification ☐ Symbolism 

• Example: _________________________________________________ 

• Meaning / Effect: ____________________________________________ 

D. Syntax 

• Sentence Structure Observed: _________________________________ 

• Effect on Pacing or Emphasis: _________________________________ 

E. Dialogue 

• What the Dialogue Reveals: ____________________________________ 

• Power Dynamics or Relationships: ______________________________ 

 

XII. Reflection & Analysis 

• Most Important Insight from This Section: _____________________ 

 

• Questions or Confusions: _____________________________________ 

 



• Connections (other texts, history, real life): ________________ 

 

• How This Section Advances the Text’s Meaning: ________________ 

 

 

XIII. Use as Evidence 

How this entry could be used later: 

☐ Essay evidence ☐ Discussion prep ☐ Portfolio artifact ☐ Exam review 

Explanation: 

 

 


