Literary Thinking Guide

Purpose:
This guide helps you track important literary elements as you read. Use it to record evidence,
observations, and interpretations that connect to literary terms, themes, and analysis.

Part I: Literary Components

Component What to Track Student Notes /
Examples
Settin Time period, location(s), atmosphere, cultural or historical
g context. How does setting shape the story?
Main and secondary characters, their traits, motivations,
Characters  conflicts, and development. Include quotes that reveal
personality.
Plot & Key events, rising action, climax, resolution. Note flashbacks,
Structure foreshadowing, or nonlinear structures.
Point of View Who tells the story? Is the narrator reliable or biased? How
does POV shape tone and perspective?
Tone & Tone = author’s attitude; Mood = emotional atmosphere.
Mood Identify changes and examples.
Part II: Literary Anchors
Anchor What to Track Student Notes /
Examples
Symbols Objects, images, or details that represent deeper ideas. Example:

green light in The Great Gatsby.
Recurring patterns (words, images, events). Example: weather,

Motifs .
colors, or parties.
Central ideas or insights about life, society, or human nature. Write
Themes
them as complete statements.
Iron Situational, dramatic, or verbal irony. What contrasts exist between
y appearance and reality?
Conflict Internal (character vs. self) and external (character vs.

character/society/nature). Track resolutions or ongoing tensions.



Part I11: Style & Language

Feature What to Track

Imagery Sensory details (sight, sound, touch, taste, smell).
Diction Word choice, formal vs. informal, patterns of speech.
Figurative Metaphor, simile, personification, symbolism.
Language

Sentence length, punctuation, rhythm. How does this
Syntax . .

affect pacing or emphasis?
Dialogue How speech reveals character relationships, power, or

personality.

Part IV: Reflection

o Favorite passage & why:

¢ Questions I still have:

e Connections to other works or real life:

e How this reading changed my understanding of the story/theme:

This guide is flexible and may be used as:

e A worksheet (print and fill in).
e A journal structure (students add notes for each chapter/section).

e A graphic organizer (adapt into boxes/columns for quicker tracking).

Student Notes /
Examples



