
Novel Study Guide  

for Reading & Writing Workshops 

Teacher’s Instructions & Guidelines 

This guide is designed for use in a reading and writing workshop setting where students 

collaborate on reading a novel and engaging in creative and analytical activities. Teachers should 

facilitate discussions, monitor progress, and provide guidance on written responses. 

 

Activity 1: Vocabulary Development  

Groups collaboratively track and define 15 unfamiliar or interesting words from the novel. 

Choose one of the following activities: 

• Vocabulary Log: Record words, definitions, and page numbers. 

• Group Crossword: Design a crossword puzzle with clues and answers. 

• Thesaurus Challenge: Find better synonyms for words used in the novel and rewrite 

sentences. 

• Word Analysis: Discuss why certain words are compelling. 

Teacher's Role: Encourage discussion about word choices and their impact on tone and 

meaning. Provide feedback on word usage. 

 

Activity 2: Reading Journal  

Each student writes three journal responses based on guiding questions. Groups discuss their 

responses before submission. 

Response 1: Early Chapters – Setting, Characters, Relationships, Initial Thoughts Response 2: 

Middle Chapters – Mood, Conflicts, Narrator’s Role, Key Events Response 3: Final Chapters – 

Symbolism, Themes, Climax, Personal Takeaways 

Teacher's Role: Facilitate discussions and model deep-thinking responses. Provide feedback on 

critical thinking and personal connections. 

 

 



Activity 3: Story Element Activities  

Each group completes one activity per story element: 

Character 

• Create a ‘Wanted Poster’ for a character. 

• Write diary entries from a character’s perspective. 

• Conduct a mock interview with a character. 

Setting 

• Draw a detailed scene sketch and explain its importance. 

• Construct a 3D model or collage depicting the setting. 

• Write and perform a scripted scene. 

Plot 

• Develop a Climax-Tension Graph. 

• Match songs to events and explain their connections. 

• Create a story map summarizing key events. 

Teacher's Role: Provide creative support and guide students in analyzing literary elements. 

 

Activity 4: Reader Reflection Assignment  

Each student picks one reflection activity: 

• Personal Response: Write about an emotion experienced while reading. 

• Author Analysis: Review the author’s style, imagery, and suspense techniques. 

• Book Promotion: Write a review, letter to the author, or a movie adaptation critique. 

Teacher's Role: Guide deeper discussions on personal interpretations and literary impact. 

 

Activity 5: Book Talk  

Each group presents a creative book talk covering: 

• Introduction: Title, author, genre 

• Summary: Brief but engaging, avoiding spoilers 



• Character Analysis: Role and growth of key characters 

• Setting & Mood: Descriptions and impact 

• Connections & Themes: Real-life or personal relevance 

Teacher's Role: Provide feedback on clarity, engagement, and depth of analysis. Encourage 

creative presentations (videos, slides, performances). 

 

Final Group Sharing & Reflection 

Groups present their work, share insights, and discuss how the novel influenced their 

understanding of storytelling and writing. 

Teacher's Role: Summarize key learnings, highlight exemplary work, and encourage students to 

apply these skills to future readings. 

Assessment: Based on engagement, depth of responses, creativity, and presentation quality. 

 

This guide encourages collaborative analysis, creative expression, and deeper engagement in 

literature. 

 


