
Novel Tracker  

for Reading & Writing Workshops 

Instructions & Guidelines 

This guide is designed for use in a reading and writing workshop setting where students 

collaborate on reading a novel and engaging in creative and analytical activities. Following the 

complete reading of the novel, teachers should facilitate discussions, monitor progress, and 

provide guidance on written responses. 

Novel selection depends on curriculum connection and objectives. Each workshop begins with 

whole class reading of entire novel or group reading of entire novel.  Students complete the 

Novel Tracker below as they read. 

Title of novel:   
 
Era of novel:   
 
Use this organizer to chart the novel you are reading.  Depending upon events, you may wish to 
chart several chapters together.  What is happening to your main character?  Why is it 
happening?  Track the events of the novel and think about how it affects the outcome 
Chapter (s) Characters Conflicts Settings Events Outcome 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     



 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 

Chronological Thinking 

After completing your novel and filling in the chart above, use the information to complete 
the following tasks: 

1.  Create a timeline for the book using the main events of the story. 
2.  Briefly describe the dates, the setting of the main character’s past and present life 

and predict his or her future.  Predicting your character’s future requires a little 
research. 

3.  What conflict or problem did your main character face, and how did your main 
character grow and change as he or she dealt with conflicts over time.  

4. List sequentially the years described in the novel.  Begin with the earliest year 
mentioned in the book and describe the events that follow approximating the dates 
that are most likely.  Describe what changed and what remained the same. 

5. Compare your character’s life events.  Did his or her life improve, worsen or remain 
the same over time?  Did any of the historical events he or she lived through impact 
his or her future? 

 

Sharing & Reflection 

Participants share insights, and discuss the characters, settings, events and outcomes.  

Teacher's Role: Summarize key learnings, encourages collaborative analysis, creative 

expression, and deeper engagement in literature. 

 


