COMPLETE ONE-PAGER GUIDE FOR ANY
CONTENT AREA

What Is a One-Pager?

A one-pager is a single-page visual and written response that demonstrates a student’s
understanding of a text, concept, event, or topic. It blends concise writing, symbols, visuals,
color, and organization to show comprehension in a creative yet academically rigorous format.

Why Use One-Pagers?

Promote Deep Understanding

Students must condense large ideas into the most essential concepts, strengthening
comprehension and recall.

Encourage Creative Expression

Students use drawings, color, structure, and symbolism to deepen their analysis and
personalize learning.

Support All Learners
One-pagers are accessible for:

e ELL students
e Dyslexic students
e Visual or spatial thinkers

e Students who struggle with long-form writing

Provide Flexible Assessment



One-pagers work well after:

e A novel, chapter, article, or poem

e A historical topic, era, or case study
e A science concept or process

e A math unit or formula set

e A documentary, biography, or primary source

Easy to Differentiate

They allow for student choice, multimodal responses, and adjustable rigor.

CORE ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE
ONE-PAGER

Teachers may customize components, but these elements provide a strong foundation for any
subject.

1. Title and Source

Include the text title, topic, chapter, or concept. If applicable, include the author or historical
period.

2. Visual Symbols

Include 3-5 drawn symbols that represent key ideas or themes. Each should have clear
meaning and connection to the topic.

3. Key Quotes or Evidence

Use 1-3 direct quotes (ELA or Social Studies) or 3 evidence points (Science or Math).
Quotes should be meaningful and accurately cited.



4. Main Idea or Summary

Write a concise 4—6 sentence summary explaining:

e The central idea
e Why it matters

e The overall significance

5. Vocabulary or Key Terms

Define 3-5 essential terms in your own words.

6. Connections

Make at least one connection:

e Text-to-self

e Text-to-world

o Text-to-text

e Concept-to-application

e Cause-to-effect

7. Color and Layout

Use color intentionally—for categorizing ideas, highlighting important details, or conveying tone.
Layout should be organized, balanced, and visually engaging.

OPTIONAL ADD-ON ELEMENTS

e A timeline or sequence diagram



e A concept map or character map

e A labeled scientific diagram

e A graph, chart, or formula set

e A theme, thesis, or essential question
e A map or geographic sketch

e Inferences or predictions

STUDENT DIRECTIONS (GENERIC
VERSION)

Your task is to create a one-page visual and written representation of your assigned text,
concept, or topic.

Your one-pager must include:

1. Title of the text or topic

2. Three to five visual symbols

3. One to three meaningful quotes or evidence points
4. A four- to six-sentence summary

5. Three to five vocabulary terms with definitions

6. At least one connection

7. Purposeful use of color and an organized layout

Creative expectations:

e Use the entire page



e Draw original symbols or visuals
e Avoid stick figures

e Ensure all elements are neat, meaningful, and clearly connected

TEACHER IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE

Step 1: Introduce the Purpose

Explain that one-pagers combine creativity with analytical thinking and require students to
synthesize key information.

Step 2: Show Models

Display exemplary one-pagers to demonstrate expectations for layout, visuals, evidence, and
creativity. Include varied examples across disciplines.

Step 3: Incorporate Choice

Allow optional choices in:

e Topic or focus
e Color scheme and layout style
e Type of visuals

e Format (hand-drawn, digital, or mixed)

Step 4: Scaffold When Needed

Provide templates, vocabulary lists, graphic organizers, sample symboils, or partially structured
layouts for learners who need support.

Step 5: Assess with a Rubric



Assess based on:

e Understanding of content

e Use and relevance of evidence

e Accuracy of vocabulary

e Creativity and intention of visuals
e Organization and clarity

e Completion of required elements

Step 6: Display or Publish

Showcase completed one-pagers in a gallery walk, hallway display, or digital portfolio.

SUGGESTED RUBRIC (SIMPLE VERSION)

Content Understanding

4: Strong and accurate understanding
3: Mostly accurate

2: Some misunderstandings

1: Major inaccuracies

Evidence and Quotes

4: Three strong evidence pieces
3: Two meaningful pieces

2: One weak or unclear piece

1: None included

Visual Creativity

4: Five purposeful visuals
3: Three or four visuals

2: One or two visuals

1: Minimal or none

Vocabulary
4: All defined accurately and used correctly



3: Mostly accurate
2: Some errors
1: Missing or incorrect

Connections

4: Insightful and meaningful

3: Logical and relevant

2: Surface-level

1: Missing

Organization and Layout

4: Clear, intentional, and visually appealing
3: Mostly organized

2: Some clutter or imbalance
1: Hard to follow

CONTENT-SPECIFIC ONE-PAGER
SAMPLES

Below are ready-to-use examples for ELA, Social Studies, Science, and Math.

ELA SAMPLE ONE-PAGER PROMPTS

1. Novel or Short Story

Create a one-pager demonstrating your understanding of the assigned novel or short story.
Include:

e Title and author

e Three visual symbols representing important characters or themes
e Two quotes that reveal character development or conflict

e A paragraph explaining one theme

e One connection to your life, another text, or the modern world



2. Poetry

Create a one-pager analyzing a poem of your choice. Include:

Key lines that show imagery or tone
A symbol representing the poem’s central idea
A short theme statement

Three poetic devices labeled and explained

SOCIAL STUDIES SAMPLE ONE-PAGER PROMPTS

1. AP World History — Silk Roads

Include:

A simple map sketch of major routes

Three trade goods and what they reveal about cross-cultural exchange
A quote or detail from a primary source

A symbol representing cultural diffusion

A short explanation of the Silk Roads’ significance

2. U.S. History — The New Deal

Include:

A summary of the three major goals: Relief, Recovery, Reform
Three key programs with explanations
A historically accurate symbol or recreated political cartoon

A connection to a modern economic challenge



SCIENCE SAMPLE ONE-PAGER PROMPTS

1. Cell Structure
Include:

e A labeled diagram of a cell
e Three major functions explained with metaphors
e Three vocabulary terms defined

e A real-world analogy for how the cell works

2. Weather and Climate
Include:

e A diagram of the water cycle
e Key terms defined (e.g., evaporation, condensation)
e A symbol showing long-term climate patterns

e A real-world example or application

MATH SAMPLE ONE-PAGER PROMPTS

1. Linear Functions
Include:

e An equation, graph, and table for a sample linear function

e Vocabulary (slope, intercept, rate of change) defined



e A real-world scenario where a linear model applies

e Color-coded elements identifying slope and intercept

2. Geometry — Triangles

Include:

e Labeled diagrams of different triangle types
e Vocabulary terms defined (acute, obtuse, right, congruent)
e A real-world example of triangle use in architecture or engineering

e A short explanation of triangle inequality



