
Comprehensive Guide to Reading Literacy 

Instructional Framework with Teacher Scripts 

1. What is Reading Literacy? 

Reading literacy is the ability to decode, understand, analyze, evaluate, and apply written 

information across different types of texts. 

Reading literacy involves: 

• decoding words 

• vocabulary development 

• comprehension 

• critical thinking 

• interpretation of meaning 

• evaluating arguments and evidence 

• connecting ideas across texts 

Strong reading literacy enables students to succeed in academic subjects, civic life, and 

careers. 

 

The Five Core Components of Reading 

Literacy 

1. Phonemic Awareness (primarily early literacy but still 

relevant for struggling readers) 

Ability to hear and manipulate sounds in words. 

Students who struggle with reading often need reinforcement in recognizing sound patterns, 

prefixes, suffixes, and roots. 

Teacher Script Example 

Teacher: 

"Let's look closely at the word unbelievable. 

What smaller parts do you notice?" 



Students identify: 

un + believe + able 

Teacher: 

"Excellent. When readers break words into parts, they can understand unfamiliar vocabulary 

more easily." 

 

2. Phonics and Word Recognition 

Students must be able to recognize words quickly and accurately. 

This includes: 

• roots 

• prefixes 

• suffixes 

• word families 

• decoding unfamiliar words 

Teacher Script Example 

Teacher: 

"When we encounter a difficult word, we use strategies rather than skipping it. 

Let’s try the word photosynthesis." 

Teacher models: 

photo = light 

synthesis = putting together 

Teacher: 

"So the word literally means putting together using light. 

That tells us something about how plants make food." 

 

3. Vocabulary Development 

Vocabulary knowledge is one of the strongest predictors of reading success. 



Students should learn words through: 

• context clues 

• morphology 

• repeated exposure 

• academic vocabulary study 

Teacher Script 

Teacher: 

"Good readers do not immediately look up every word. 

Instead they first use context." 

Teacher reads sentence aloud: 

"The desert was arid, with almost no rainfall." 

Teacher asks: 

"What clues do we see around the word arid?" 

Students respond: 

"Almost no rainfall." 

Teacher: 

"So arid probably means very dry." 

 

4. Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehension means understanding: 

• main idea 

• details 

• inference 

• theme 

• structure 

• author’s purpose 

Students must actively interact with the text. 



Teacher Script: Think-Aloud Strategy 

Teacher: 

"I'm going to show you what good readers do in their minds." 

Teacher reads: 

"The clouds gathered quickly, and the wind began to howl." 

Teacher: 

"I'm predicting that a storm is coming. The author is giving clues." 

Teacher continues: 

"Readers constantly ask themselves questions while reading." 

 

5. Critical Reading 

Advanced literacy involves evaluating texts. 

Students must ask: 

• Is the argument logical? 

• What evidence is used? 

• Is there bias? 

• What assumptions are being made? 

Teacher Script 

Teacher: 

"The author claims that technology improves education. 

But what evidence does the author actually provide?" 

Students identify evidence. 

Teacher: 

"Strong readers do not just accept claims—they evaluate them." 

 



The Reading Process: Before, During, and 

After Reading 

Before Reading (Previewing) 

Purpose: activate background knowledge. 

Strategies: 

• title analysis 

• predicting 

• previewing headings 

• discussing prior knowledge 

Teacher Script 

Teacher: 

"Before we read, let's look at the title: The Industrial Revolution. 

What do you think this text will discuss?" 

Students respond. 

Teacher: 

"Good readers always prepare their brains before reading." 

 

During Reading (Active Reading) 

Students should engage with the text using strategies like: 

• annotation 

• questioning 

• predicting 

• summarizing 

• visualizing 

Annotation Model 

Students mark: 



? = questions 

! = important ideas 

★ = key evidence 

→ = connections 

Teacher Script 

Teacher: 

"As we read this paragraph, I want you to mark anything that surprises you or seems important." 

Teacher models annotation on board. 

 

After Reading (Reflection and Analysis) 

Students should: 

• summarize 

• analyze themes 

• evaluate arguments 

• connect ideas to other texts 

Teacher Script 

Teacher: 

"Now that we've finished reading, I want you to answer this question: 

What is the author's main argument?" 

Teacher encourages students to cite evidence. 

 

Core Reading Strategies 

Strategy 1: Think-Aloud 

Teacher models reading thinking process. 

Teacher Script: 



"I'm confused by this sentence, so I'm going to reread it. 

Good readers slow down when something doesn't make sense." 

 

Strategy 2: Questioning 

Students generate questions during reading. 

Types of questions: 

Literal 

Inferential 

Analytical 

Teacher Script: 

"What questions do you have about this passage?" 

 

Strategy 3: Visualization 

Students create mental images. 

Teacher Script: 

"When the author describes the forest, what do you see in your mind?" 

 

Strategy 4: Summarizing 

Students identify the essential ideas. 

Teacher Script: 

"Summarize this paragraph in one sentence." 

 

Strategy 5: Making Connections 

Students connect text to: 



• personal experiences 

• other texts 

• world events 

Teacher Script: 

"Does this story remind you of anything in history or current events?" 

 

Teaching Different Types of Texts 

Literary Texts 

Students analyze: 

• characters 

• plot 

• theme 

• symbolism 

• tone 

Teacher Script: 

"What does the protagonist want in this story? 

What obstacles are preventing them from achieving it?" 

 

Informational Texts 

Students analyze: 

• claims 

• evidence 

• structure 

• bias 

Teacher Script: 

"Identify the author's central claim and the evidence used to support it." 

 



Historical Documents 

Students analyze: 

• context 

• purpose 

• audience 

• reliability 

Teacher Script: 

"Who wrote this document, and why?" 

 

Close Reading Framework 

Step 1: First Reading (Understanding) 

Students identify main ideas. 

Teacher Script: 

"On the first read, focus on understanding what the text says." 

 

Step 2: Second Reading (Analysis) 

Students examine language and structure. 

Teacher Script: 

"What words or phrases seem especially important?" 

 

Step 3: Third Reading (Interpretation) 

Students evaluate meaning and significance. 

Teacher Script: 

"What larger message is the author communicating?" 



 

Differentiation Strategies 

For Struggling Readers 

• chunk text into sections 

• provide guided questions 

• pre-teach vocabulary 

Teacher Script: 

"Let's read just this paragraph first and discuss it before moving on." 

 

For Advanced Readers 

• independent analysis 

• debate arguments 

• compare texts 

Teacher Script: 

"How does this author's argument compare with another source on the same topic?" 

 

Classroom Reading Activities 

Activity 1: Reciprocal Teaching 

Students rotate roles: 

• summarizer 

• questioner 

• clarifier 

• predictor 

Teacher Script: 

"Each group member will take a different role to help analyze the text." 



 

Activity 2: Socratic Seminar 

Students discuss a text through questions. 

Teacher Script: 

"What is the most important idea in this text? 

Support your answer with evidence." 

 

Activity 3: Annotation Workshop 

Students annotate complex passages collaboratively. 

Teacher Script: 

"Work with your partner to identify the three most important ideas in this paragraph." 

 

Assessing Reading Literacy 

Assessment methods include: 

• comprehension questions 

• written responses 

• discussions 

• annotations 

• portfolios 

Reading portfolios track growth through: 

• reading logs 

• reflection writing 

• vocabulary development 

• analysis essays 

This aligns well with portfolio-based learning models. 

 



Reading Literacy Daily Routine 

(Recommended) 

Daily reading instruction should include: 

1. Vocabulary development 

2. Guided reading 

3. Independent reading 

4. Discussion or writing response 

Example Schedule: 

Warm-Up: vocabulary practice 

Mini-Lesson: reading strategy 

Guided Practice: reading and annotation 

Discussion: comprehension questions 

Reflection: short written response 

 

The Goal of Reading Literacy Instruction 

The ultimate goal is to help students become independent readers who: 

• understand complex texts 

• analyze arguments 

• evaluate evidence 

• interpret meaning 

• think critically 

Reading literacy builds the foundation for success in all academic disciplines. 

 
 


