Semester Pacing Guide for Block and Regular Schedule

Assumptions & Schedule Frame

Assume a typical semester of ~18 weeks (common US high school/university semester),
with block schedule — e.g., 90-minute class periods twice per week (or similar).

The course content from the site is broken into 8 units + supplementary materials
(reading/writing workshop, exam prep, DBQ/SAQ guides, etc.). (CONTENT FOR
EDUCATORS AND MORE)

This schedule allocates units across the semester, leaving buffer weeks for review,
assessment, and writing projects.

Semester Pacing Guide (18-Week Block Schedule)
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Focus / Unit / Activities

Intro & Course Launch — Overview of course aims; introduce syllabus, expectations,
grading, and what “African American Studies” means; begin Unit 1

Continue Unit 1 (reading, discussion, key concepts)
Wrap up Unit 1; begin Unit 2

Continue Unit 2

Wrap up Unit 2; begin Unit 3

Continue Unit 3

Wrap up Unit 3; begin Unit 4

Continue Unit 4

Mid-semester checkpoint: review first half, discuss themes so far; possibly a short
assessment or reflective essay bridging Units 14

Begin Unit 5

Continue Unit 5

Wrap up Unit 5; begin Unit 6
Continue Unit 6

Wrap up Unit 6; begin Unit 7
Continue Unit 7

Wrap up Unit 7; begin Unit 8

Continue Unit 8; begin course conclusion — big-picture themes, synthesis, connections
across units

Final wrap-up, review, culminating assignment/project/assessment (e.g.
DBQ/essay/portfolio) + student reflection on learning


https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html
https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html

Suggested Integration of Supplementary Materials

e Use Reading & Writing Workshop (from the site) during first 2—3 weeks, perhaps
integrated with Unit 1, to build reading skills and writing groundwork. (CONTENT FOR
EDUCATORS AND MORE)

e Incorporate DBQ Guide, SAQ Guide, and Exam Strategies in weeks 8-9 and 17-18, to
prepare students for assessments and support culminating assignments. (CONTENT FOR
EDUCATORS AND MORE)

o Use Rubrics across writing assignments, debates, essays, projects — helpful for
consistent evaluation. (CONTENT FOR EDUCATORS AND MORE)

e Optionally schedule a peer-review workshop (mid-semester or after Unit 4) — this
helps reinforce writing and analytical skills before deeper content in Units 5-8.

Great — here is a full, polished, copy-and-paste-ready semester pacing guide template for
AP African American Studies based on the structure of the content on:

https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html
(Units 1-8, Reading & Writing Workshop, DBQ/SAQ guides, exam strategy pages)

This template is formatted so you can drop it directly into your syllabus, planners, Weebly pages,
PDFs, or spreadsheets.

% Semester-Long Block Schedule Pacing
Guide

AP African American Studies — 18-Week Semester (Block Schedule)
(Assumes ~90-minute class periods, 2x/week)

WEEK-BY-WEEK PACING (DETAILED
TEMPLATE)

WEEK 1 — Course Launch + Skills Workshop

Topics


https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html
https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html
https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html
https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html
https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html
https://www.missinformationcourses.com/apafamst.html

e Course overview, expectations, norms

e What is African American Studies?

o Identity, diaspora, culture — framing concepts

o Start Reading & Writing Workshop Part I
Activities

e Syllabus walkthrough

o Identity mapping activity

e (lose-reading mini-lesson (R&W Workshop)

Assignments

e Intro reflection
o Short reading annotation exercise

WEEK 2 — Reading & Writing Workshop + Begin Unit 1

Topics

o Foundations of inquiry in African American Studies
e Methodologies, biases, historiography

Activities
e Text annotation
e Group discussion protocols
e (Guided reading practice

Assessments

o Diagnostic writing sample

UNIT 1: ORIGINS, AFRICAN
CIVILIZATIONS, & DIASPORA
FRAMEWORKS

(2.5 weeks total — Weeks 2—4)



WEEK 3 — Unit 1 Continued
Topics
e West African kingdoms (Ghana, Mali, Songhai)
e Cultural, political, and economic structures
e Oral traditions
Activities
e Document analysis
e Mapping kingdoms of West Africa
e Small-group jigsaw

Assignments

o Short analytic paragraph

WEEK 4 — Finish Unit 1

Topics

e African societies before European contact
o Diversity of languages, belief systems, and social hierarchies

Activities

e Comparative civilization chart
o Exit-ticket assessment

Assessment

e Unit I Quiz or SAQ Set

UNIT 2: TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE
TRADE & MIDDLE PASSAGE



(2 weeks — Weeks 5—6)

WEEK 5 — Begin Unit 2

Topics
e Origins and mechanics of the transatlantic trade
e Triangular trade model
e Middle Passage human experiences

Activities

e Primary source analysis
e Sensory mapping activity

Assignments

o Short response using course rubrics

WEEK 6 — Unit 2 Continued

Topics

o Cultural resistance during the Middle Passage
e Demographic impacts on Africa and the Americas

Assessment

e Unit 2 SAQ Set
e Optional mini-DBQ

UNIT 3: SLAVERY IN NORTH AMERICA
& CULTURAL FORMATIONS

(2 weeks — Weeks 7-8)



WEEK 7 — Begin Unit 3

Topics
o Enslaved labor systems
e Legal codes
e Family, community, and spirituality

Activities

o Family narrative reconstruction (primary sources)
e Group discussion

Assignments

e Paragraph w/ textual evidence

WEEK 8 — Finish Unit 3

Topics

o Resistance strategies (passive + overt)
e Revolts and everyday defiance

Assessment

e Unit 3 Quiz
e Reflection journal

WEEK 9 — MIDTERM WEEK

Topics

o Review Units 1-3
o Synthesis across early African American history

Assessments

e Midterm exam OR
e Midterm DBQ (recommended)



Activities

e Peer review workshop
o Essay scaffolding lesson

UNIT 4: CIVIL WAR,
RECONSTRUCTION, & FREEDOM
STRUGGLES

(2 weeks — Weeks 10-11)

WEEK 10 — Begin Unit 4

Topics

e Causes of Civil War
o Emancipation, Black soldiers, contraband camps

Activities

e Primary document stations
e Video clips & discussion

Assignments

e Mini-essay

WEEK 11 — Finish Unit 4

Topics
e Reconstruction amendments
e Black political leadership

e Freedmen’s Bureau, land, education

Assessment



e SAQ Set
e End-of-Unit project (optional)

UNIT S5: JIM CROW, GREAT
MIGRATION, & CULTURAL
RENAISSANCE

(2 weeks — Weeks 12—13)

WEEK 12 — Begin Unit 5

Topics
¢ Rise of Jim Crow
o Segregation laws
e Racial violence & resistance

Activities

e Case-study gallery walk
e Mapping population shifts

Assignments

e Short analytical comparison

WEEK 13 — Unit 5 Continued

Topics
e Great Migration
e Harlem Renaissance (art, lit, music)

e New Negro movement

Assessment



o Creative project (poetry, art, or podcast)
e Short quiz

UNIT 6: MODERN CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT

(1.5 weeks — Weeks 14—15)

WEEK 14 — Begin Unit 6

Topics

e Postwar Black activism
o Key figures (King, Malcolm X, SNCC, CORE, NAACP)

Activities

e Debate / Structured Academic Controversy
o Rhetorical analysis of speeches

Assignments

o Evidence-based paragraph

WEEK 15 — Finish Unit 6

Topics
« Nonviolent resistance
o Federal legislation
o Black Power era

Assessment

e SAQ Set or short essay



UNIT 7: CONTEMPORARY BLACK LIFE,
CULTURE, & POLITICS

(1.5 weeks — Weeks 16—17)

WEEK 16 — Begin Unit 7

Topics
e Post-1970 movements
e Cultural production (music, film, literature)
e Education, health, and economic disparities

Activities

o Documentary excerpts
e Group cultural analysis

Assignments

e Mini research brief

WEEK 17 — Begin Unit 8 + Exam Skills

Unit 8 Focus Areas

o Black futures, Afrofuturism
o Intersectionality
e Global connections

Exam Prep Focus
e DBQ & SAQ review

e Multiple-choice strategies
o Essay workshop



WEEK 18 — FINAL WEEK: SYNTHESIS,
ASSESSMENT, & PORTFOLIO

Activities
e Final Socratic seminar

e End-of-course portfolio submission
e Course reflection

Assessment Options
Final DBQ
Capstone essay

Group presentation
Comparative project

OPTIONAL ADD-ONS (Can be inserted
anywhere)

Portfolio Tasks

Collect:
o Reading annotations
e SAQ sets
e DBQ draft + final
e Unit reflections
o Creative projects (Harlem Renaissance, Afrofuturism, etc.)

Weekly Routines
e Vocabulary logs
e Check-ins
e Discussion warm-ups
o Exit tickets



AP African American Studies — Semester
Pacing Guide (Regular Schedule)

UNIT 1: AFRICAN CIVILIZATIONS &
DIASPORA FOUNDATIONS

(2.5 weeks — Weeks 2—4)

WEEK 2 — Origins & African Civilizations

Day 1: Geography of Africa

Day 2: Ghana, Mali, Songhai
Day 3: Government, art, religion
Day 4: Oral traditions; griots
Day 5: Group jigsaw + exit ticket

WEEK 3 — Completing Unit 1

Day 1: Society before European contact

Day 2: Trade networks + cultural exchange

Day 3: Source Workshop: African primary sources
Day 4: Comparing civilizations mini-project

Day 5: Review day

Assessment: Quiz or SAQ

WEEK 4 — Transition to Unit 2

Day 1: Final Unit 1 discussion

Day 2: Begin Unit 2 — Causes of transatlantic slave trade
Day 3: Economics of forced labor

Day 4: Triangle trade

Day 5: Document analysis (maps, diagrams, descriptions)



UNIT 2: TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE
TRADE & MIDDLE PASSAGE

(2 weeks — Weeks 4-5)

WEEK 5 — Human Experience of the Middle Passage

Day 1: Middle Passage narratives
Day 2: Cultural retention & resistance
Day 3: Demographic impacts

Day 4: Film clip + guided notes

Day 5: Mini-DBQ skill-building

Assessment: SAQ Set

UNIT 3: SLAVERY IN NORTH AMERICA
& CULTURAL LIFE

(2 weeks — Weeks 6—7)

WEEK 6 — Enslaved Life and Labor

Day 1: Systems: plantation, urban, domestic
Day 2: Family, kinship, community

Day 3: Spirituals + religion

Day 4: Comparing regions

Day 5: Group discussion

WEEK 7 — Resistance & Culture

o Day 1: Passive resistance strategies



Day 2: Revolts

Day 3: Culture-building under oppression
Day 4: Literary & oral traditions

Day 5: Review + formative assessment

Assessment: Quiz or short essay

WEEK 8 — MIDTERM PREP WEEK

Day 1: Review Unit 1

Day 2: Review Unit 2

Day 3: Review Unit 3

Day 4: Midterm DBQ prep

Day 5: MIDTERM (DBQ recommended)

UNIT 4: CIVIL WAR,
RECONSTRUCTION, & FREEDOM
STRUGGLES

(2 weeks — Weeks 9—10)

WEEK 9 — Civil War & Emancipation

Day 1: Causes of the Civil War

Day 2: Emancipation Proclamation

Day 3: Black soldiers + contraband camps
Day 4: Primary source day

Day 5: Discussion

WEEK 10 — Reconstruction

e Day 1: Amendments 13—-15
o Day 2: Freedmen’s Bureau



o Day 3: Black political leadership
e Day 4: Sharecropping & land issues
e Day 5: Review + SAQ

UNIT 5: JIM CROW, GREAT
MIGRATION, & CULTURAL
RENAISSANCE

(2.5 weeks — Weeks 11-13)

WEEK 11 — Jim Crow America

Day 1: Rise of segregation

Day 2: Legal cases (Plessy, etc.)
Day 3: Racial violence

Day 4: Acts of resistance

Day 5: Source workshop

WEEK 12 — The Great Migration

Day 1: Push/pull factors

Day 2: Mapping demographic changes
Day 3: Urban Black life

Day 4: Letters + narrative sources
Day 5: Migration mini-project

WEEK 13 — The Harlem Renaissance

Day 1: Literature

Day 2: Music

Day 3: Art

Day 4: New Negro Movement

Day 5: Creative project day (poetry, art, multimedia)



Assessment: Creative project or SAQ

UNIT 6: CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

(2 weeks — Weeks 14—15)

WEEK 14 — Modern Civil Rights

Day 1: Jim Crow to early activism
Day 2: MLK philosophy

Day 3: Birmingham & Selma

Day 4: Media & civil rights

Day 5: Rhetorical analysis of speeches

WEEK 15 — Black Power & Legislative Change

Day 1: Malcolm X

Day 2: Black Panthers

Day 3: Voting Rights Act

Day 4: Education, housing, economic policies
Day 5: Unit review + quiz

UNIT 7: CONTEMPORARY BLACK LIFE
& POLITICS

(1 week — Week 16)

WEEK 16

e Day 1: Post-1970 changes
o Day 2: Cultural shifts (music, film)
o Day 3: Mass incarceration, education, economics



o Day 4: Intersectionality
o Day 5: Socratic seminar

UNIT 8: BLACK FUTURES & GLOBAL
CONNECTIONS

(1 week — Week 17)

WEEK 17

Day 1: Afrofuturism + literature & art

Day 2: Global Black diaspora connections

Day 3: Debates about the future of democracy & justice
Day 4: Exam review (DBQ + SAQ)

Day 5: Final prep workshop

WEEK 18 — FINAL WEEK

Day 1: Final exam OR final DBQ

Day 2: Portfolio presentations

Day 3: Comparative project option

Day 4: Course reflection + identity circle
Day 5: Celebration & course closing



