READING COURSE STUDENT HANDOUT
PACK (UNITS 1-6)

UNIT 1 HANDOUTS: ACTIVE READING

HANDOUT 1.1: READING IDENTITY REFLECTION

Name: Date:

Respond in complete sentences:

1. What kind of reader are you?

2. What do you do when you don’t understand something?

3. What frustrates you about reading?

4. What do strong readers do?

HANDOUT 1.2: ANNOTATION GUIDE

Directions: Annotate the text using the following:

e Underline — important ideas

e Circle — confusing words/phrases

e Write (?) — questions

e Write (!) — important or surprising ideas
e Write (—) — connections



HANDOUT 1.3: MAIN IDEA PRACTICE

Text: (teacher-provided)

1. What is the main idea?

2. List two supporting details:

3. Why is this important?

HANDOUT 1.4: QUESTION LOG

Type of Question Your Question
Clarifying
Analytical
Evaluative

HANDOUT 1.5: CONFUSION TRACKER

While reading, record:

Confusing Part What I Did to Fix It

UNIT 2 HANDOUTS: STORY ELEMENTS

HANDOUT 2.1: PLOT DIAGRAM



Fill in each section:

Exposition:
Rising Action:
Climax:
Falling Action:
Resolution:

HANDOUT 2.2: CHARACTER ANALYSIS

Character Name:

Traits:

Actions:
Motivation:
Evidence (quote):
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HANDOUT 2.3: CONFLICT ANALYSIS

Type of conflict:
Description:
Evidence:

Why is it important?
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HANDOUT 2.4: THEME STATEMENT

1. Theme (complete sentence):

2. Evidence:

3. Explanation:



HANDOUT 2.5: TEXT COMPARISON

Element Text 1 Text 2
Character

Conflict

Theme

UNIT 3 HANDOUTS: AUTHOR’S CRAFT

HANDOUT 3.1: CLOSE READING TEMPLATE

Text:

1. Key words/phrases:
2. What do they suggest?

3. What deeper meaning is revealed?

HANDOUT 3.2: DICTION ANALYSIS

Word:

1. What does it mean?

2. Why did the author choose it?

3. How would meaning change if replaced?



HANDOUT 3.3: TONE ANALYSIS

Tone:

1. Evidence (words/phrases):

2. How do these create tone?

HANDOUT 3.4: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Type:

Example:

Meaning:

Why is it used?

HANDOUT 3.5: SYMBOLISM ANALYSIS

Symbol:

Represents:

Evidence:

UNIT 4 HANDOUTS: RHETORIC



HANDOUT 4.1: CLAIM & EVIDENCE

Claim:

Evidence 1:

Evidence 2:

HANDOUT 4.2: RHETORICAL APPEALS

Appeal Example Why Effective
Ethos

Pathos

Logos

HANDOUT 4.3: AUTHOR’S PURPOSE

1. What is the author trying to do?

2. Evidence:

HANDOUT 4.4: BIAS ANALYSIS

1. What is the author’s perspective?

2. How does it affect the text?

HANDOUT 4.5: ARGUMENT EVALUATION

1. Is the claim clear?
2. Is the evidence strong?



3. Is it convincing? Why?

UNIT 5 HANDOUTS: COMPARISON &
SYNTHESIS

HANDOUT 5.1: CLAIM COMPARISON

Author Claim
Text 1
Text 2

HANDOUT 5.2: PERSPECTIVE ANALYSIS

Text 1 perspective:
Text 2 perspective:

How are they different?

HANDOUT 5.3: THEME COMPARISON

Shared theme:

How each text presents it:

HANDOUT 5.4: SYNTHESIS STATEMENT

Combine both texts into one idea:



HANDOUT 5.5: COMPARATIVE PARAGRAPH FRAME

Both authors believe that

In Text 1,

In Text 2,

This shows

UNIT 6 HANDOUTS: ARGUMENT
WRITING

HANDOUT 6.1: CLAIM BUILDER

Topic:

My claim:

HANDOUT 6.2: CER PARAGRAPH

Claim:

Evidence:

Reasoning:

HANDOUT 6.3: COUNTERARGUMENT

Opposing view:




Response:

HANDOUT 6.4: ARGUMENT ORGANIZER

Introduction (claim):

Body (evidence + reasoning):

Counterargument:

Conclusion:

HANDOUT 6.5: DEBATE NOTES

My claim:

Evidence:

Opponent’s argument:

My response:

FINAL PORTFOLIO CHECKLIST (ALL
UNITS)

Students must include:

Annotations
Reading responses
Literary analysis
Rhetorical analysis
Comparative writing
Argument writing
Reflections



FINAL REFLECTION HANDOUT

1. How has your reading improved?

2. What strategies do you use now?

3. What are you most proud of?

4. What is your next goal?

UNIT 1 ANSWER KEY & SAMPLE
RESPONSES

1.1 Reading Identity (Sample)

[ 'am a reader who understands basic ideas but sometimes struggles with deeper meaning.
I usually reread or skip confusing parts, but I don’t always try to figure them out.

I get frustrated when texts are long or confusing.

Strong readers ask questions, reread, and think deeply about what they read.
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1.2 Annotation (Sample for “The Fox and the Grapes”)

Underline: “hungry fox” — important detail

Circle: “trellis” — unfamiliar word

Question: Why does the fox give up so quickly?

Connection: Sometimes people pretend they don’t want something when they fail



1.3 Main Idea (Sample)

Main Idea: The fox pretends the grapes are bad because he cannot reach them.
Supporting Details:

o He tries to reach the grapes and fails
o He says the grapes are sour

Importance: This shows how people justify failure.

1.4 Question Log (Sample)

e Clarifying: What does “trellis” mean?
e Analytical: Why does the fox change his opinion?
o Evaluative: Is the fox lying to himself?

1.5 Confusion Tracker (Sample)

Confusing Part What I Did
“trellis” Used context clues to infer it is a structure
fox’s reaction  Reread and thought about motivation

UNIT 2 ANSWER KEY & SAMPLE
RESPONSES

2.1 Plot Diagram (Tell-Tale Heart Sample)

o Exposition: Narrator introduces himself
e Rising Action: Obsession with old man’s eye
e Climax: Murder of the old man



o Falling Action: Police arrive
e Resolution: Narrator confesses

2.2 Character Analysis (Sample)
Traits: obsessive, paranoid
Actions: spies on old man, commits murder

Motivation: fear of the eye

Evidence: “I think it was his eye!”

2.3 Conflict (Sample)

Type: Internal conflict
Description: Narrator struggles with obsession
Evidence: His repeated focus on the eye

Importance: Drives the entire story

2.4 Theme (Sample)

Theme: Guilt can destroy a person.
Evidence: Narrator hears imagined heartbeat

Explanation: His guilt causes him to confess

2.5 Comparison (Sample)

Element Text 1 Text 2
Character unstable narrator loving Della
Conflict internal obsession financial struggle
Theme  guilt sacrifice



UNIT 3 ANSWER KEY & SAMPLE
RESPONSES

3.1 Close Reading (Sample)
Key words: “Death,” “kindly”

Meaning: Death is personified as gentle

Deeper meaning: Death is not frightening but calm

3.2 Diction (Sample)
Word: “kindly”

Meaning: gentle

Effect: makes death seem less scary

If replaced: “harshly” would create fear

3.3 Tone (Sample)

Tone: calm, reflective
Evidence: “kindly stopped for me”

Explanation: suggests acceptance of death

3.4 Figurative Language (Sample)



Type: metaphor
Example: “summer’s day”
Meaning: beauty and warmth

Purpose: to praise the subject

3.5 Symbolism (Sample)
Symbol: carriage
Represents: journey to death

Evidence: ride with Death

UNIT 4 ANSWER KEY & SAMPLE
RESPONSES

4.1 Claim & Evidence (Sample)

Claim: People should trust themselves

Evidence: “Trust thyself”

4.2 Appeals (Sample)

Appeal Example Why Effective
Ethos Emerson as philosopher builds credibility
Pathos emotional tone inspires confidence
Logos logical statements supports argument



4.3 Purpose (Sample)
Purpose: to encourage independence

Evidence: “nonconformist”

4.4 Bias (Sample)

Perspective: individualism

Effect: ignores benefits of conformity

4.5 Argument Evaluation (Sample)
Claim: Yes
Evidence: Strong

Effectiveness: convincing because of clear message

UNIT 5 ANSWER KEY & SAMPLE
RESPONSES

5.1 Claim Comparison (Sample)

Author Claim
Thoreau Government should be limited
King  Laws must be just

5.2 Perspective (Sample)



Thoreau: individual freedom
King: civil rights and justice

Difference: King focuses on equality

5.3 Theme (Sample)

Theme: justice
Thoreau: resist government

King: fight injustice

5.4 Synthesis (Sample)

Both authors argue that individuals must challenge unjust systems.

5.5 Comparative Paragraph (Sample)

Both authors believe that injustice should be resisted. In Text 1, Thoreau argues for limiting
government control. In Text 2, King emphasizes fighting unjust laws. This shows that both
support justice, but approach it differently.

UNIT 6 ANSWER KEY & SAMPLE
RESPONSES

6.1 Claim Builder (Sample)

Claim: Government should have limited power to protect freedom.



6.2 CER Paragraph (Sample)

Claim: Government power should be limited.
Evidence: “government... is a necessary evil”

Reasoning: shows that too much control is harmful

6.3 Counterargument (Sample)

Opposing view: Government needs strong control

Response: Too much control limits freedom

6.4 Argument Organizer (Sample)
Intro: Government should be limited

Body: Evidence from Paine

Counterargument: need for order

Conclusion: balance is important

6.5 Debate Notes (Sample)

Claim: Limited government is better
Evidence: Paine’s argument
Opponent: strong control needed

Response: freedom is more important



FINAL REFLECTION SAMPLE

My reading has improved because I analyze more deeply.
I now annotate and ask questions.

I am proud of my writing.

I want to improve my explanations.
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