
PART 1: TEACHER EDITION (UNITS 1–6) 

This section gives you daily instructional moves, timing, and coaching language. 

 

UNIT 1 TEACHER EDITION (ACTIVE READING) 

Daily Structure (Use Every Day) 

• Warm-Up (5–10 min) 

• Mini-Lesson (10–15 min) 

• Guided Practice (10–15 min) 

• Group Work (15–20 min) 

• Independent Work (10–15 min) 

• Reflection (5 min) 

 

Session 1 (Teacher Moves) 

Key Goal: Shift students from passive → active reading 

Teacher Moves: 

• Model confusion openly: 

“I didn’t understand this part at first—watch what I do.” 

• Normalize struggle: 

“Confusion is where thinking starts.” 

Common Misconception: 

Students think reading = finishing text 

→ Redirect: reading = thinking process 

 

Session 2–3 Focus 

• Walk around and check annotations live 

• Ask: 

o “Why did you mark that?” 

o “What does that tell you?” 

 



Formative Check Strategy 

Pull 3 students: 

• Ask them to explain their thinking aloud 

 

 

UNIT 2 TEACHER EDITION (STORY ELEMENTS) 

Key Instructional Moves 

• Always push beyond summary: 

“What does this MEAN—not just what happened?” 

 

Character Lesson Tip 

If students say: 

• “He is crazy” → respond: 

“What evidence shows that?” 

 

Plot Lesson Tip 

Students often confuse climax 

→ Ask: 

• “Where does everything change?” 

 

Group Work Strategy 

Assign roles: 

• Evidence Finder 

• Discussion Leader 

• Recorder 

 



 

UNIT 3 TEACHER EDITION (AUTHOR’S CRAFT) 

Key Instructional Moves 

• Slow students down: 

“We are only analyzing ONE line today.” 

 

Diction Coaching 

Ask: 

• “Why THAT word and not another?” 

 

Tone Support 

If students struggle: 

• Give tone word bank: 

(calm, fearful, reflective, joyful) 

 

Common Issue 

Students describe, not analyze 

→ Prompt: 

• “What does that SHOW?” 

 

 

UNIT 4 TEACHER EDITION (RHETORIC) 

Key Instructional Moves 

• Always connect to real life: 

“Where do you see persuasion outside of school?” 



 

Appeals Strategy 

Have students label: 

• E (ethos), P (pathos), L (logos) 

 

Bias Teaching Tip 

Students think bias = bad 

→ Clarify: 

• Bias = perspective, not always wrong 

 

 

UNIT 5 TEACHER EDITION (SYNTHESIS) 

Key Instructional Moves 

• Push connections: 

“How do these ideas connect?” 

 

Common Issue 

Students summarize both texts separately 

→ Fix: 

• Require ONE combined sentence 

 

Sentence Frame Push 

• “Both authors argue… however…” 

 

 



UNIT 6 TEACHER EDITION (ARGUMENT WRITING) 

Key Instructional Moves 

• Emphasize reasoning: 

“Don’t stop at evidence—EXPLAIN it.” 

 

Writing Conference Questions 

• What is your claim? 

• How does your evidence prove it? 

• What might someone disagree with? 

 

Debate Tip 

Require: 

• Students must respond directly to opponent 

 

 

PART 2: PACING CALENDAR (6–8 WEEK 

MODEL) 

 

WEEK 1 

• Day 1: Unit 1 Session 1 

• Day 2: Unit 1 Session 2 

• Day 3: Unit 1 Session 3 

• Day 4: Unit 1 Session 4 

• Day 5: Unit 1 Session 5 

 

WEEK 2 



• Day 6: Unit 1 Sessions 6–7 

• Day 7: Unit 2 Session 1 

• Day 8: Unit 2 Session 2 

• Day 9: Unit 2 Session 3 

• Day 10: Unit 2 Session 4 

 

WEEK 3 

• Day 11: Unit 2 Sessions 5–7 

• Day 12: Unit 3 Session 1 

• Day 13: Unit 3 Session 2 

• Day 14: Unit 3 Session 3 

• Day 15: Unit 3 Session 4 

 

WEEK 4 

• Day 16: Unit 3 Sessions 5–8 

• Day 17: Unit 4 Session 1 

• Day 18: Unit 4 Session 2 

• Day 19: Unit 4 Session 3 

• Day 20: Unit 4 Session 4 

 

WEEK 5 

• Day 21: Unit 4 Sessions 5–8 

• Day 22: Unit 5 Session 1 

• Day 23: Unit 5 Session 2 

• Day 24: Unit 5 Session 3 

• Day 25: Unit 5 Session 4 

 

WEEK 6 

• Day 26: Unit 5 Sessions 5–8 

• Day 27: Unit 6 Session 1 

• Day 28: Unit 6 Session 2 

• Day 29: Unit 6 Session 3 



• Day 30: Unit 6 Session 4 

 

WEEK 7 

• Day 31: Unit 6 Session 5 

• Day 32: Unit 6 Session 6 

• Day 33: Unit 6 Session 7 (Debate) 

• Day 34: Unit 6 Session 8 (Final Essay) 

• Day 35: Portfolio Presentations 

 

 

PART 3: LESSON SLIDES (READY-TO-

COPY FORMAT) 

Use this structure for every lesson slide deck. 

 

SLIDE 1: TITLE 

Unit X – Session X 

Objective: (Student-friendly) 

 

SLIDE 2: DO NOW 

• Quick question or prompt 

Example: 

“What do strong readers do?” 

 

SLIDE 3: OBJECTIVE 

“I can…” 



 

SLIDE 4: MINI-LESSON 

Key concept: 

• Definition 

• Example 

 

SLIDE 5: MODELING 

Teacher shows: 

• Example annotation / analysis 

 

SLIDE 6: GUIDED PRACTICE 

Students work together: 

• Questions provided 

 

SLIDE 7: GROUP TASK 

Clear directions: 

• “In groups, you will…” 

 

SLIDE 8: INDEPENDENT TASK 

• Individual response 

 

SLIDE 9: DISCUSSION 



Questions: 

• “What did you notice?” 

• “What changed your thinking?” 

 

SLIDE 10: EXIT TICKET 

Short response: 

• 1–2 questions 

 

 

EXAMPLE: FULL SLIDE SET (UNIT 3 – 

DICTION) 

 

Slide 1 

Unit 3: Author’s Craft 

Session 2: Diction 

 

Slide 2 (Do Now) 

What does the word “kindly” suggest? 

 

Slide 3 (Objective) 

I can analyze how word choice affects meaning. 

 

Slide 4 

Diction = word choice 



 

Slide 5 

Example: 

“kindly” → gentle tone 

 

Slide 6 

Guided Question: 

Why not “harshly”? 

 

Slide 7 

Group Task: 

Replace key words and analyze meaning 

 

Slide 8 

Independent: 

Explain one word choice 

 

Slide 9 

Discussion: 

How does diction shape meaning? 

 

Slide 10 

Exit Ticket: 

What is one powerful word in the text? Why? 

 

 
 


