Generic Reading & Writing Workshop for
Textbook Reading (Group-Based)

Workshop Structure

Time Frame: 45-60 minutes (can be extended)
Purpose: Help students engage deeply with textbook reading through collaborative discussion,
writing, and synthesis.

1. Group Setup

e Group Size: 3-5 students per group.
e Roles: Assign and rotate roles each session.

o Facilitator: Keeps group on task, ensures equal participation.
Summarizer: Restates key ideas in own words.
Questioner: Generates questions (clarification, critical, or extension).
Connector: Links text to prior knowledge, other units, or real-world examples.
Recorder: Writes group notes for reporting out.
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(Optional: Provide role cards or templates so students stay focused.)

2. Reading Phase (10—15 min)

e Groups read a designated section of the textbook silently or in turns aloud.
o Each student annotates for:

o Main ideas / key terms

o Questions or confusions

o Connections to prior knowledge

(Teachers may provide a structured note-taking guide, e.g., Cornell notes, SPICE-T chart for
history, claim-evidence-reasoning for science, etc.)

3. Group Discussion Phase (15 min)

e Students share what they annotated, guided by their roles.
e Suggested prompts:



What is the author’s main argument or point?

Which details or terms are most important?

Where do we see cause and effect, comparison, or change over time?
What questions do we still have?
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4. Writing Phase (10—15 min)

e Groups complete a collaborative writing task based on the reading. Options include:
Summary Paragraph: Capture key points in own words.

Text-Dependent Question (TDQ): Answer a prompt citing evidence.

Graphic Organizer: Fill in a chart, diagram, or timeline.

Exit Slip: Write a “So what?” statement connecting the reading to the unit theme.
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5. Whole-Class Share (5-10 min)

e Each group shares one key takeaway, connection, or lingering question.
e Teacher records themes on board (for review or as a bridge into next lesson).

6. Reflection / Extension

e Individual Writing: Students write a short response (quickwrite, summary, or personal
reflection).

e Homework Option: Extend into a formal written assignment (short answer, SAQ, essay
outline, etc.).

Templates

¢ Role Sheets (Facilitator, Summarizer, Questioner, Connector, Recorder)
e Annotation Guide (Main Ideas — Evidence — Connections — Questions)
e Group Recording Sheet (Key Ideas, Questions, Connections, Summary)



