
These historical events are referenced or depicted in the following 
novellas: 

Khari and Ngozi: 

1. The Transatlantic Slave Trade 

• The story describes how European slavers, particularly the Portuguese, captured 
Africans and transported them across the Atlantic. 

• It mentions the large outposts established near the mouth of the Kwanza River and 
the fortifications such as Elmina and Luanda, which were used as holding areas for 
enslaved people before they were shipped away. 

• The "Middle Passage" is referenced, detailing the horrific conditions captives faced 
aboard slave ships. 

2. Portuguese and Spanish Exploration of Africa and the Americas 

• Portuguese explorers were among the first Europeans to establish a presence in 
Africa, particularly in Angola, where Khari and Ngozi's village was located. 

• Spanish explorers also traveled along African coasts and participated in trade and 
missionary activities. 

• Spanish and Portuguese presence in the West Indies (Cuba, the Gulf of Mexico, and 
South America) is depicted, showing their colonial expansion. 

3. The Role of Forts in the Slave Trade 

• Elmina Castle (in modern Ghana) is mentioned as one of the primary holding areas 
for enslaved Africans before their transport across the Atlantic. 

• Luanda Fortress in Angola is highlighted as another key site in the transatlantic slave 
trade, with captives kept underground before being shipped. 

4. The Kingdom of Kongo and Its Relationship with Europeans 

• The novel references a powerful king who initially cooperated with the Portuguese 
but later severed ties after realizing the full extent of their involvement in slavery. 

• This historical context reflects real events in the Kingdom of Kongo, which resisted 
European encroachment and the slave trade at various points. 

5. The Impact of European Firearms and Trade 



• The European introduction of firearms contributed to conflicts between African 
groups, as some leaders traded captives for guns. 

• The destabilization of African societies is evident in the novel, as slavers 
continuously threatened villages and forced communities into hiding. 

6. Resistance to Slavery 

• Ngozi’s transformation into a warrior highlights the various forms of resistance that 
Africans engaged in against slavers. 

• Her tactics, such as sabotaging slaver routes, poisoning food, and disrupting 
operations, reflect historical resistance movements against the transatlantic slave 
trade. 

7. The Middle Passage 

• The story provides a detailed account of the Middle Passage, describing how 
captives were chained, starved, and forced to endure inhumane conditions aboard 
slave ships. 

• The role of slave traders, captains, and the different European groups involved in the 
trade is emphasized. 

8. Spanish Colonization of the Americas 

• After being sold, Khari is taken to the West Indies (Cuba), where he encounters 
Spanish colonists, pearl divers, and missionaries. 

• The Spanish encomienda system and the role of missionaries in colonial territories 
are illustrated. 

9. Native American and European Interactions 

• Khari’s journey through the Americas includes encounters with indigenous groups 
such as the Karankawa, Pueblo, and Apache tribes. 

• The role of Spanish missionaries among the indigenous people, particularly in New 
Mexico and Texas, is depicted. 

• The Spanish use of native labor, especially in pearl diving, highlights the exploitation 
of indigenous people. 

10. Spanish Expeditions and the Gulf of Mexico 



• Don Velasquez's mission to explore the Mississippi River and Spanish territorial 
claims in North America are linked to real historical events. 

• The Gulf of Mexico and its role in Spanish and French exploration is a key setting in 
the novel. 

11. Shipwrecks in the Age of Exploration 

• The storm that destroys the ship carrying Khari and Tayk mirrors real shipwrecks that 
happened frequently due to storms in the Gulf of Mexico. 

• Survivors often integrated with indigenous groups or were captured by rival 
European forces. 

12. The Role of Pueblos and the Spanish Southwest 

• Khari’s time with the Pueblo people in New Mexico reflects the historical dynamics 
of Spanish colonial rule in the region. 

• The Picuris Pueblo’s reverence for their Anasazi ancestors and their alliances with 
other native groups are historically accurate. 

13. Trade Networks Among Indigenous and African Peoples 

• The novel highlights trading practices between the Apache, Pueblo, and Karankawa 
tribes, as well as European traders. 

• Khari's multilingual abilities allow him to navigate between different cultures, 
reflecting the linguistic diversity of African and indigenous groups. 

14. The African Diaspora 

• The novel captures the forced displacement of Africans and their adaptation to new 
cultures in the Americas. 

• Khari’s journey back to Africa represents the historical reality that some Africans, 
though rare, were able to return home. 

15. Women Warriors in African History 

• Ngozi’s role as a warrior echoes historical accounts of African female warriors such 
as the Dahomey Amazons and Queen Nzinga, who fought against European 
incursions. 

 

 



 

Benita and Luis: 

1. Spanish Colonization of the Pueblo Lands – The Spanish, led by explorers like 
Coronado and settlers like Don Juan de Oñate, established control over the Pueblo 
lands, leading to the subjugation of Native peoples through military force and the 
encomienda system. 

2. Brutality of Don Juan de Oñate at Acoma Pueblo (1599) – In response to a 
rebellion, Oñate ordered the mutilation and enslavement of Acoma Pueblo people, 
cutting off the right hand of men over 25 and sentencing them to servitude. 

3. Franciscan Missions and Forced Conversion of Pueblo Peoples – Spanish priests 
imposed Catholicism on the Pueblo people, often destroying sacred kivas and 
prohibiting traditional dances and ceremonies. However, some priests, like Father 
Rendon, were more tolerant. 

4. Subjugation of the Pueblo Peoples and Their Rebellions – The Spanish forced 
labor upon the Pueblo peoples and used violence to suppress dissent. However, 
various revolts occurred over the years before a coordinated rebellion. 

5. The Pueblo Revolt of 1680 (Led by Po'Pay) – A coordinated uprising against 
Spanish rule was organized through secret messages (knotted cords) sent across 
Pueblo villages. The revolt resulted in the expulsion of the Spanish from Santa Fe 
and New Mexico. 

6. Spanish Retreat to El Paso (1680) – After the Pueblo Revolt, the Spaniards fled from 
Santa Fe, retreating south to El Paso, leaving the Pueblos in control of their lands. 

7. Diego de Vargas's Reconquest of New Mexico (1692) – The Spanish returned 
under Governor Diego de Vargas, who sought a peaceful reconquest. He granted 
amnesty to former rebels and negotiated agreements with Pueblo leaders. 

8. The Integration of Spanish and Pueblo Cultures – Through leaders like Luis 
Gonzales and Benita Luisa, a cultural and political merger between the Spanish and 
the Pueblo peoples was facilitated, allowing for legal and social integration. 

9. Pueblo Challenges After the Revolt – Following the Pueblo Revolt, internal 
conflicts arose, including Po'Pay’s authoritarian rule and tensions between 
Christian and traditional Pueblo factions. The weakening of Pueblo unity led to 
vulnerabilities against Spanish reoccupation. 



10. Spanish Caste System in Colonial New Mexico – The rigid racial caste system 
dictated social and legal standings, with efforts by figures like Father Lujan to 
navigate and manipulate it for Benita's advantage. 

 

Catherine and Yuka: 

1. Migration of the Scots-Irish to America (18th Century) 

o Catherine’s family migrates from Ulster, Ireland, to Pennsylvania as part of 
the Scots-Irish wave of migration to America. 

o The historical context includes tenant farming under English landlords, 
religious persecution of Presbyterians, and economic hardship in Ireland. 

2. William Penn’s Colony and Quaker Tolerance (Late 17th Century – 18th Century) 

o William Penn’s founding of Pennsylvania as a colony of religious tolerance. 

o The Quaker-led policies promoting fair treatment of Native Americans and 
diverse settlement. 

3. Conflicts with Native Americans in Pennsylvania (18th Century) 

o The Shawnee and other Native American groups resisting Anglo 
encroachment. 

o Treaties between the Shawnee and Pennsylvania leaders that eventually 
failed. 

o The influence of rum trade, which destabilized some Native American 
communities. 

4. French and Indian War (1754–1763) 

o The Shawnee siding with the French against the British during the war. 

o The Treaty of Paris (1763), which led to British dominance in North America 
and the Shawnee becoming subjugated by the Iroquois. 

5. Westward Expansion and the Louisiana Purchase (1803) 

o American expansionists pushing into western territories. 

o The Louisiana Purchase, in which the U.S. acquired land from France, 
spurring territorial disputes and migration. 



6. French and Spanish Colonial Conflicts in North America (17th – 18th Century) 

o French traders and Spanish missionaries operating along the Mississippi 
River and Gulf Coast. 

o The Spanish establishment of La Bahía (Texas), which was previously a 
French settlement under La Salle before being attacked by the Karankawa 
tribe. 

7. Indian Captivity and Adoption into Native Tribes 

o Catherine’s capture by the Shawnee and eventual adoption into the 
Comanche. 

o The practice of adopting captives into Native American tribes, particularly 
among the Comanche, who were known for integrating captives into their 
society. 

8. Comanche Society and Culture (18th – 19th Century) 

o The Comanche’s semi-nomadic lifestyle, reliance on hunting, and their 
warrior culture. 

o Their political structure, trade relations, and interactions with Anglo-
American settlers. 

9. Andrew Jackson’s Indian Removal Policy (1830s) 

o The forced removal of Native American tribes, including the Comanche, to 
Oklahoma. 

o The resistance and adaptation of some Native Americans who managed to 
remain in Texas. 

 

Bijii and John: 

1. Annexation of Texas by the United States (1845) – The novella begins with Bijii’s 
birth in 1856, more than a decade after Texas was annexed by the U.S., leading to 
increased conflicts between settlers and Native American tribes, particularly the 
Comanche. 

2. Comanche Conflicts and the Indian Wars – The U.S. Cavalry's efforts to manage 
the so-called "Indian problem," including conflicts between settlers and the 



Comanche, are a recurring theme. The novel depicts the decline of the Comanche 
way of life due to encroaching settlers and the depletion of buffalo. 

3. Mexican Control Over Texas and the Establishment of Comancheria – Spain 
initially controlled Texas but later lost it to Mexico. During Mexican rule, the 
Comanche maintained their vast territory, known as Comancheria, until American 
settlers began moving in after Texas’ independence. 

4. Stephen F. Austin and the Anglo Settlement of Texas (1825) – John Carlton 
explains to Bijii that Stephen F. Austin brought Anglo settlers into Texas under a land 
grant from the Mexican government, which later led to tensions and ultimately the 
Texas Revolution. 

5. Texas Revolution and the Republic of Texas (1836) – The story references Texas' 
war for independence from Mexico and the establishment of the Republic of Texas, 
which attracted more Anglo settlers to the region. 

6. U.S.-Mexico War and Texas Statehood (1845-1848) – After Texas was annexed by 
the U.S., a war broke out with Mexico, leading to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
and Texas becoming a U.S. state. 

7. The Indian Removal Act (1830) and the Trail of Tears – President Andrew Jackson’s 
policy of Indian removal led to forced relocations of Native American tribes, 
including the Cherokee’s Trail of Tears, setting a precedent for later removals of the 
Comanche and other Plains tribes. 

8. The Civil War (1861-1865) and Its Aftermath – Texas joined the Confederacy during 
the American Civil War. After the war, Texas reintegrated into the U.S., but the 
conflict disrupted Native American affairs and increased efforts to remove 
indigenous groups. 

9. U.S. Cavalry and Comanche Removal – The novella describes the eventual forced 
removal of Comanche tribes, including Bijii’s band, due to increasing Anglo 
settlement and conflicts. The government sought to eliminate Native American 
resistance and forced tribes onto reservations. 

10. Buffalo Extermination and Its Impact on Plains Tribes (1860s-1870s) – The novel 
highlights the U.S. government and settlers’ mass slaughter of buffalo, a crucial 
resource for the Comanche, leading to their inability to sustain their nomadic 
lifestyle. 

11. Medicine Lodge Treaty (1867) – The U.S. signed a treaty with some Comanche 
bands in Kansas, setting reservation boundaries without consulting Bijii’s band. 



Because the Buffalo Eaters band was unaware of the treaty, they were later attacked 
and removed from their land. 

12. The Role of the Texas Rangers and Settlers in Native American Removal – The 
Texas Rangers and settlers played a part in pushing Native Americans out of Texas, 
aligning with U.S. government policies to relocate tribes to reservations. 

13. The Long Walk of the Navajo and Similar Forced Marches – The novella 
references the Navajo’s forced removal to New Mexico, paralleling the Comanche 
removal and the broader U.S. policy of forced displacement. 

14. Cattle Trails and Early Texas Ranching – John explains the history of cattle drives, 
which began after Texas became part of the U.S., leading to the rise of cattle 
ranching in the area. 

15. Development of Anglo Settlements and Legal Adoption Practices – After Bijii’s 
people are removed, she is adopted by an Anglo family and assimilated into their 
society, reflecting historical cases where Native children were integrated into settler 
families. 

 

Robert and Friedrich: 

1. 1849 Immigration to America – The two protagonists, Friedrich from Germany and 
Robert from Ireland, travel to the U.S. during a peak immigration wave. 

2. Steamship Travel Replacing Sailing Vessels – By the mid-19th century, 
steamships significantly reduced the duration of transatlantic crossings. 

3. Poor Conditions on Immigrant Ships – Many immigrants faced unsanitary and 
disease-ridden conditions during their journey. 

4. Cholera and Typhus Outbreaks on Ships – Thousands of Irish immigrants perished 
en route to America, particularly during the Great Irish Famine (1845-1849) when the 
potato crops failed. 

5. Quarantine Measures for Irish Immigrants – Many Irish arrivals were quarantined 
in New York due to disease fears. 

6. Immigration Trends – Half of Ireland’s population had already immigrated to the 
U.S. by the time Robert left, and many Germans were leaving due to civil unrest and 
military conscription. 

European History and Conflicts 



7. European Wars and Military Conscription in Germany – Many German men, 
including Friedrich’s brothers, fled military service under the Kaiser. 

8. German Methodist Migration to Missouri – German Methodists, persecuted for 
their beliefs in Germany, formed settlements in Missouri. 

9. The German Triangle in Missouri – Large German communities established in the 
region, particularly around St. Louis. 

19th Century American Society and Politics 

10. Irish and German Discrimination – Irish immigrants faced hostility, often seeing 
"No Irish Need Apply" signs in job postings. 

11. Chinese Exclusion Act – Before the Irish became targets, Chinese immigrants 
faced similar discrimination, leading to exclusionary immigration laws. 

12. Texas Land Grants for Irish and German Settlers – Large land grants were given to 
Irish and German settlers in Texas as part of colonization efforts. 

13. German Belt in Texas – A significant German immigrant presence in Texas, 
encouraged by land grants from Stephen Austin. 

14. Slavery in Texas – Initially limited when Texas was part of Mexico, slavery expanded 
post-Texas Revolution (1836) and annexation (1845). 

Texas and the Civil War (1861-1865) 

15. Texas Secession from the Union (1861) – Texas joined the Confederacy despite 
Sam Houston’s opposition. 

16. Unionist Sentiments in Texas – Some Texans, including German settlers and 
figures like Robert, opposed secession. 

17. Militia Seizure of Federal Installations – Pro-Confederate militias took control of 
military forts and weapons caches in Texas. 

18. Supply Line Disruptions and Trade with Mexico – Texas relied on Mexico for trade 
after the Union controlled the Mississippi River. 

19. Emancipation of Slaves in Texas – Though the Confederacy fell in 1865, Texas 
slaves only learned of their freedom when Union forces arrived. 

Post-Civil War Era and Western Expansion 



20. Rise of the Texas Cattle Industry – Post-war Texas shifted from plantations to 
cattle ranching. 

21. The Transcontinental Railroad (1869) – Enabled cattle drives from Texas to Kansas, 
boosting the beef industry. 

22. Cattle Trails to Kansas and Beyond – Texas ranchers, including Robert, drove cattle 
to rail hubs in Kansas for transport to northern cities. 

23. Cattle Quarantine Laws in Missouri and Kansas – States temporarily banned 
Texas cattle due to "cattle sickness." 

The Underground Railroad and Abolitionist Movement 

24. Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 – Required all U.S. citizens to report escaped slaves, 
intensifying abolitionist efforts. 

25. Missouri’s Role in the Underground Railroad – Many abolitionists, including 
Friedrich, helped runaways escape via Missouri to Kansas. 

26. John Brown and Bleeding Kansas (1850s) – Abolitionists fought pro-slavery forces 
in violent confrontations. 

27. Abolitionist Support for the Union – Friedrich actively helped escaping slaves and 
supported anti-slavery movements. 

Early 20th Century Events 

28. Missouri Winemaking and Prohibition (1920-1933) – German vineyards thrived 
until the Prohibition era led to the destruction of wineries like Stone Hill. 

29. World War I (1914-1918) – Friedrich’s descendants, including Fritz, fought against 
Germany. 

30. World War II (1939-1945) – Robert’s and Friedrich’s descendants met and married 
after the war. 

Eddie and Peg: 

1. German Revolution (1848) - Henry, Peg’s grandfather, immigrated from Germany 
after the revolution due to concerns about military conscription. 

2. Carriage of Passengers Act (1855) - U.S. legislation improving travel conditions for 
immigrants aboard ships. 



3. Missouri Rhineland Settlement - German immigrants, including Henry, settled in 
Missouri’s fertile region, bringing viticulture with them. 

4. Abolitionist Movement (Pre-Civil War Era) - Henry Graham assisted escaped 
slaves in crossing into free states. 

5. Missouri Temperance Movement - Conflict between vineyard owners and 
temperance activists led to destruction of vineyards, prompting Henry’s move to 
Chicago. 

6. Lager Beer Riot (1855, Chicago) - A conflict between saloon owners and 
prohibitionists in response to liquor licensing laws. 

7. Great Chicago Fire (1871) - Led to the reconstruction of Chicago and the First 
United Methodist Church. 

8. Social Gospel Movement (Late 19th-Early 20th Century) - Advocated social 
justice and labor reform, supported by Peg’s father. 

9. Illinois and Michigan Canal (1848) - Connected Lake Michigan with the Illinois 
River, boosting Chicago’s economic growth. 

10. Rise of Chicago as a Transportation and Industrial Hub (Mid-to-Late 19th 
Century) - Railroads, steel manufacturing, and stockyards contributed to the city's 
rapid development. 

11. Jane Addams and Hull House (Founded 1889) - Peg worked at Hull House, which 
aided immigrants and promoted social reforms. 

12. Anti-lynching Movement (Late 19th Century-Early 20th Century) - Peg was 
influenced by Ida B. Wells’ campaign against lynching. 

13. Women’s Suffrage Movement (Late 19th-Early 20th Century) - Peg became 
involved in the movement advocating for the right to vote. 

14. Progressive Era Reforms (1890s-1920s) - Included labor rights, temperance, and 
suffrage movements. 

15. Knights of Labor (Founded 1869) - Early labor union supporting workers’ rights, 
which influenced Eddie’s activism. 

16. Rise of Labor Unions (Late 19th-Early 20th Century) - Eddie organized 
blacksmiths and joined broader labor movements. 



17. The Great Migration (1910s-1970s) - African Americans moved north for better job 
opportunities, many working in Henry Ford’s factories. 

18. Formation of Monopolies & Robber Barons (Late 19th Century) - Industrialists 
like Vanderbilt, Carnegie, and Harriman accumulated massive wealth while workers 
struggled. 

19. Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (1911, Implied but Not Named) - Highlighted 
unsafe working conditions, leading to labor reforms. 

20. Harriman Railroad Strike (1911) - Led by Eddie and supported by nationwide 
railroad workers, shutting down the industry. 

21. Passage of the 18th Amendment (1920, Prohibition) - Banned alcohol, supported 
by Peg and her father. 

22. Rise of Organized Crime (1920s, Prohibition Era) - Speakeasies, bootlegging, and 
figures like Al Capone flourished in Chicago. 

23. St. Valentine’s Day Massacre (1929) - Al Capone’s gang eliminated rivals, 
demonstrating Prohibition's unintended consequences. 

24. Passage of the 19th Amendment (1920) - Granted women the right to vote, a major 
victory for Peg and other suffragettes. 

25. Stock Market Crash & Great Depression (1929) - Economic downturn that 
devastated workers and increased union struggles. 

26. New Deal & Labor Reforms (1930s) - Eddie helped pass labor-friendly laws like the 
Norris-La Guardia Act and the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

27. World War II (1941-1945) - Eddie worked with President Roosevelt to prevent labor 
strikes and ensure production for the war effort. 

28. Pearl Harbor Attack (1941) - Triggered U.S. entry into WWII. 

29. Rise of Eugenics Movement (Early-to-Mid 20th Century) - Peg opposed forced 
sterilization and institutionalization of disabled people. 

30. Post-War Union Influence & Civil Rights Movements (Mid-20th Century) - Eddie 
continued advocating for labor rights even after retiring. 

 

 



Don and Annie: 

1. Irish Immigration to the U.S. (19th Century) 

o Robert Brennan immigrated from Ireland to Texas. 

o Land ownership was nearly impossible for the average citizen in Ireland. 

o Primary Source: Letters from an Irish Emigrant in America (1847) 

2. German Immigration to Texas (Mid-1800s) 

o Large-scale German settlement due to land incentives. 

o Over 20,000 Germans migrated. 

o Primary Source: Advertisements for German Settlement in Texas (1840s–
1850s) 

3. Mexican Colonization & Stephen F. Austin’s Settlement (1820s) 

o Anglo settlers were invited to Texas by the Mexican government. 

o The aim was to secure Mexico’s northern frontier. 

o Primary Source: Stephen F. Austin’s Contracts with Mexico (1821) 

4. Texas Revolution (1835–1836) & Independence from Mexico 

o Anglo settlers rebelled against the Mexican government. 

o The Republic of Texas was formed in 1836. 

o Primary Source: Treaty of Velasco (1836) 

5. Annexation of Texas to the U.S. (1845) 

o Texas became the 28th U.S. state, leading to conflicts with Mexico. 

o Increased European immigration. 

o Primary Source: Texas Annexation Treaty (1845) 

6. Native American Displacement & Conflicts (1830s–1880s) 

o Comanche, Apache, Shawnee, and Choctaw conflicts with settlers. 

o Forced displacement and land disputes. 

o Primary Source: Indian Removal Act (1830) 



7. The U.S.-Mexico War (1846–1848) 

o Resulted from Texas annexation. 

o The U.S. gained Texas, California, and other territories. 

o Primary Source: Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848) 

8. The Civil War & Texas Secession (1861–1865) 

o Texas joined the Confederacy despite Sam Houston’s opposition. 

o Plantation owners pushed for secession to maintain slavery. 

o Primary Source: Texas Ordinance of Secession (1861) 

9. Slavery & Plantation Economy in Texas (Pre-1865) 

o Texas slave population grew despite earlier Mexican prohibitions. 

o Slaves were forced to work on cotton, sugar, and rice plantations. 

o Primary Source: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project (1936–
1938) 

10. Juneteenth & the End of Slavery in Texas (1865) 

o Union forces arrived to enforce emancipation after the Civil War. 

o Enslaved people were informed of their freedom. 

o Primary Source: General Order No. 3 (1865 – Juneteenth Proclamation) 

11. Cattle Industry Boom & The Shawnee Trail (1860s–1870s) 

o Early cattle drives took Texas cattle to Kansas and further north. 

o Primary Source: Joseph McCoy’s Kansas Stockyards Report (1870s) 

12. Goodnight-Loving Trail & Expansion of Cattle Drives (1866–1870s) 

o Charles Goodnight and Oliver Loving established this major cattle route. 

o Primary Source: Goodnight’s Account of Cattle Drives 

13. Barbed Wire & the End of Open-Range Ranching (1880s) 

o Barbed wire closed off open grazing lands. 

o Ended the era of long cattle drives. 



o Primary Source: Barbed Wire Patent (1874) 

14. Range Wars & Texas Home Guard Violence (Post-Civil War – 1880s) 

o Conflicts over land, cattle rustling, and fencing disputes. 

o Primary Source: Newspaper Accounts of Fence-Cutting Wars (1880s) 

15. The Porvenir Massacre (1918) & Texas Rangers’ Racial Violence 

o Texas Rangers and Anglo ranchers executed 15 Mexican-Americans. 

o Primary Source: Testimonies from the Texas Rangers Investigation (1918) 

16. U.S. Railroad Expansion (Late 19th – Early 20th Century) 

o Expansion of railroads provided economic opportunities. 

o Don’s brother, Troy, worked for the Santa Fe Railroad. 

o Primary Source: Railroad Expansion Maps & Worker Letters 

17. Homesteading in New Mexico (Early 20th Century) 

o Don and Annie moved to Northern New Mexico to claim land grants. 

o Primary Source: Homestead Act (1862) 

18. Conflicts with the Apache & Native Land Dispossession (Late 19th Century) 

o Apache resistance to Anglo settlement. 

o Primary Source: Kit Carson’s Report on Apache Conflicts 

19. Pueblo Agricultural Practices & Three Sisters Farming 

o Pueblo farming methods influenced settlers in Northern New Mexico. 

o Primary Source: U.S. Government Reports on Pueblo Farming (19th Century) 

20. Kit Carson & The Long Walk of the Navajo (1864) 

o Kit Carson forced the Navajo on a brutal march to Bosque Redondo. 

o Primary Source: Kit Carson’s Military Reports on the Navajo (1864) 

21. Taos Revolt (1847) & U.S. Retaliation 

o Taos Pueblo and Mexican residents revolted against U.S. occupation. 

o U.S. military executed rebels and bombarded Taos. 



o Primary Source: U.S. Military Records on the Taos Revolt 

22. The Sand Creek Massacre (1864) & Native American Atrocities 

o U.S. military massacred Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes. 

o Primary Source: Eyewitness Accounts from the Sand Creek Massacre 

23. Great Depression & Economic Collapse (1929–1940s) 

o Stock market crash affected Don and Annie’s finances. 

o Primary Source: New Deal Relief Records & Photographs (1930s) 

24. Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) & New Deal Programs (1933–1942) 

o Don’s sons joined the CCC for work relief. 

o Primary Source: FDR’s Fireside Chats on the CCC (1933) 

25. World War II & Economic Recovery (1941–1945) 

o U.S. entry into WWII helped end the Great Depression. 

o Primary Source: WWII Draft Records & Economic Reports (1940s) 

Gabriel and Anita: 

1. Spanish Colonization of the Southwest (16th Century) 

o The Picuris and other Pueblo peoples came under Spanish control after 
Spanish explorers and settlers arrived in the region. 

2. Mexican Independence from Spain (1821) 

o After Mexico gained independence, the New Mexico territory, including the 
Pueblos, became part of Mexico. 

3. Mexican-American War (1846-1848) 

o The U.S. took control of the Southwestern territories, including New Mexico, 
after the war. The Picuris Pueblo became part of U.S. territory. 

4. The Buffalo Hunts and Their Decline (19th Century) 

o The Picuris and Jicarilla Apache engaged in traditional buffalo hunts, which 
ended when American settlers and hunters nearly drove the buffalo to 
extinction. 



 

5. The Pueblo Revolt of 1680 

o The rebellion, led by the Pueblo leader Po'pay, resulted in the expulsion of the 
Spanish from the region for 12 years. 

6. The Return of the Spanish and Reconsolidation of Power (1692) 

o After the Spanish regained control, they reestablished their rule in the region 
with a more tolerant approach to Pueblo religious practices. 

7. Establishment of the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and Assimilation 
Policies (19th-20th Century) 

o The U.S. government imposed assimilation policies, including setting up 
councils and enforcing laws through the BIA. 

8. Indian Boarding Schools and Cultural Assimilation (Late 19th-Early 20th 
Century) 

o Gabriel was forced to attend the Santa Fe Indian School, where his 
traditional culture, language, and identity were suppressed. 

9. The Indian Reorganization Act (1934) 

o Under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, this act sought to reverse forced 
assimilation policies and restore some tribal self-governance. 

10. Alcoholism in Native American Communities (19th-20th Century) 

o The novella describes the impact of alcohol on Pueblo communities, 
exacerbated by its availability through trading posts. 

11. The Great Depression and Roosevelt’s Indian New Deal (1930s) 

o The U.S. government attempted to improve conditions for Native Americans 
through reforms, including ending forced boarding school attendance. 

12. The New Mexico National Guard and U.S. Military Service (Early 20th Century) 

o Gabriel joined the New Mexico National Guard, a military unit with a history 
dating back to Spanish and Mexican rule. 

13. World War II – The Philippines Campaign (1941-1942) 



o Gabriel was stationed in the Philippines as part of the U.S. military when 
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, leading to the invasion of the Philippines. 

14. The Fall of Bataan and the Bataan Death March (April 1942) 

o Gabriel was among the U.S. and Filipino soldiers captured by the Japanese 
and forced to march over 60 miles under brutal conditions. 

15. Guerrilla Warfare Against Japanese Occupation (1942-1945) 

o After escaping from captivity, Gabriel joined Filipino guerrilla fighters 
resisting Japanese control. 

16. Japanese War Crimes – "Comfort Women" (1940s) 

o The novella references the historical atrocities committed by Japanese 
forces, including the forced enslavement of women. 

17. The Liberation of the Philippines (1944-1945) 

o U.S. and Filipino forces reclaimed the islands from Japanese control. 

18. The War Brides Act (1945) 

o This U.S. law allowed foreign-born spouses of U.S. soldiers to immigrate to 
the United States. 

19. The Manhattan Project and J. Robert Oppenheimer (1940s) 

o The novella references J. Robert Oppenheimer, the lead scientist of the 
Manhattan Project, which developed the atomic bomb. 

o The first atomic bomb was tested in New Mexico at the Trinity Site on July 
16, 1945. 

o This event had a lasting impact on the region and its people, including Native 
American and Hispanic communities, due to radiation exposure and 
displacement. 

20. The Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (August 6 & 9, 1945) 

o The atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki led to the surrender 
of Japan and the end of World War II. 

o This marked a pivotal moment in world history and had lasting 
consequences for military strategy, global politics, and ethics surrounding 
nuclear warfare. 



 

James and Christine: 

1. The Gilded Age (late 19th - early 20th century) – The story references the end of 
the Gilded Age, a period of rapid economic growth and industrialization in the 
United States. 

2. Women's Suffrage Movement & the 19th Amendment (1920) – Esther and her 
friend Julia are involved in advocating for women's right to vote, which was achieved 
with the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920. 

3. Stock Market Crash of 1929 & The Great Depression (1929-1939) – Gregory and 
his farm suffer from the economic downturn caused by the stock market crash, 
leading to financial struggles and eventual foreclosure. 

4. Dust Bowl (1930s) – The novella describes the effects of the Dust Bowl, a period of 
severe dust storms and drought that devastated farmland across the Great Plains, 
forcing many to migrate and exacerbating economic hardships. 

5. Election of Franklin D. Roosevelt (1932) – Esther’s father supports FDR, who was 
elected during the Great Depression and introduced the New Deal. 

6. New Deal Programs (1933-1939) – Indirectly referenced through economic recovery 
efforts and work opportunities created in Kansas City. 

7. Rise of Nazi Germany and the Start of World War II (1939) – The novella discusses 
Hitler’s invasion of Poland and the impact of Blitzkrieg warfare on European nations. 

8. The Attack on Pearl Harbor (1941) & U.S. Entry into WWII – James is aware of the 
inevitability of war and enlists in the Army Air Corps after the U.S. officially enters 
World War II. 

9. Wartime Industrial Boom (1940s) – Christine and other women work in war 
factories, building aircraft such as the B-25 bomber, reflecting the major shift in 
labor dynamics during the war. 

10. The U.S. Army Air Corps Training & Combat (1943-1945) – James goes through 
intensive training and serves in the Army Air Corps, illustrating the rigorous 
preparation for aerial combat. 

11. The D-Day Invasion of Normandy (June 6, 1944) – The novel refers to the 
preparation for the invasion, including bombing missions over France and Germany. 



12. Strategic Bombing Campaigns Over Germany (1944-1945) – James and his crew 
participate in bombing missions targeting Germany’s industrial and military 
infrastructure. 

13. The Battle of the Bulge (December 1944 - January 1945) – The novella describes 
the impact of this battle and the role of the U.S. Air Force in supporting Allied ground 
troops. 

14. Tuskegee Airmen (1940s) – James is saved by a Red Tail Mustang pilot, a reference 
to the famous African American fighter squadron known as the Tuskegee Airmen. 

15. VE Day - Victory in Europe (May 8, 1945) – The surrender of Germany marks the end 
of the war in Europe, which coincides with James nearing the completion of his 
bombing missions. 

16. Post-War Humanitarian Missions (1945) – James participates in post-war relief 
efforts, including dropping food supplies in the Netherlands and transporting 
displaced persons, particularly survivors of Nazi concentration camps. 

17. Liberation of Nazi Concentration Camps (1945) – James is involved in evacuating 
survivors from death camps in Poland and returning them to their home countries. 


