How the Treaty of Versailles Led to World
War 11

Cause-and-Effect Activities

1. Cause-and-Effect Chain: From Treaty to War
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Purpose

Students trace how decisions made in 1919 created political, economic, and social conditions
that contributed to World War II.

Student Task
Create a written or visual chain connecting:

e  War Guilt Clause

e Reparations

e Economic collapse
o Political extremism
e Outbreak of WWII

Guiding Question
How did punishment meant to prevent war instead help create another one?

2. Newspaper Front Page: Germany 1919 vs. Germany 1939
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Purpose
Students compare immediate reactions to the treaty with later consequences.

Student Task
Create two front pages:

1919: Germany reacts to the Treaty of Versailles
1939: Germany invades Poland

Required Elements

Headline
Short article
Editorial paragraph explaining how 1919 led to 1939




3. Mock Trial: Is the Treaty of Versailles Responsible for
WWII?

Purpose
Students evaluate historical causation and responsibility.

Roles
e Prosecutors: Argue the treaty caused WWII
o Defense: Argue other factors were more important

o Witnesses: German civilians, Allied leaders, economists, veterans

Outcome
A jury issues a verdict explaining how much responsibility the treaty bears.

4. Map Analysis: From Punishment to Expansion
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Purpose
Students visually analyze territorial grievances.

Student Task
Compare Germany’s borders in:

o 1919 (after the treaty)
e 1939 (after expansion)

Analysis Questions



e What lands were lost?
e Which lands were reclaimed first?
o Why were these territories emotionally and strategically important?

5. Propaganda Analysis: Turning the Treaty into a Weapon






Purpose
Students understand how resentment was manipulated.

Student Task
Analyze propaganda that references the Treaty of Versailles.

Guiding Questions
e How is the treaty portrayed?

e What emotions are targeted?
e Why did this message appeal to struggling Germans?



6. Ranking Activity: What Really Caused WWII?






Purpose
Students weigh multiple historical causes.

Student Task
Rank the following:

Treaty of Versailles

Great Depression

Failure of the League of Nations
Appeasement

Rise of dictators

Writing Prompt
Would World War II have occurred without the Treaty of Versailles? Explain.



7. Letter Across Time
(No images — writing-focused activity)

Purpose
Students humanize historical cause and effect.

Student Task
Write a letter from a German citizen in the 1920s warning Europe about the future.

Required References
o Reparations
e Unemployment

o Political extremism
e Loss of faith in democracy

Exit Ticket / Assessment

e How did the Treaty of Versailles weaken Germany?
e Why did economic consequences matter more than military limits?
e Which treaty clause had the greatest long-term impact?

Teacher Tip (AP-Style Thesis Frame)

The Treaty of Versailles contributed to World War Il by economically destabilizing Germany,
humiliating it politically, and fostering resentment that extremist leaders later exploited.



